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FIR N Hing hb bjedty Lam g ure to 
J1 1 ingage your attention: circum- 
1 ſtance that muſt be always agreeable 
e to a public ſpeaker, and eſpecially 
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to a chriſtian miniſſer. Tet you will excuſe me 


if IL nentiom one fear that gives ſome allay to 


that: ſatisfaction: it is this—leſbcyour attentiõn 


ſhould be fixed in an improper manners The 


h ſubjett, however: uſeful, and important, is no: ſo 


common fo the z ulpit. Should this circum- 
ſtance of nuvelty raite an et pectation of amuſe- 
ment ſhou ld you liſten lav yaw would da ta an 
advrnture, or ſomed entertaining ſtory, you will 
HH; B meet 


a N 


Of FR | 
meet with mortifying diſappointment ans diſ- 
guſt; and, what I fear more, your minds will be 
injured inſtead of being improved. I mention 
this fear only to prevent it ; and thoſe with 
whom the caution is leaſt neceſſary, will moſt 
readily excuſe it. 

To aſſiſt your ingprovement of the words now 

read to you, I fhall purſue this plain and ob- 
_ vious method. I ſhall mention ſome of the 
wonders of the great deep : Show you how the 
hand and the works of God therein ought to be 
obſerved: And in the cloſe, addreſs the ſubject 
principally to thoſe Who go down to the ſea. 
< in ſhips, and do buſineſs in the great waters.” 
May Gad aſſiſt me! I mean your preſent and 
eternal good. 

All the wonders of God i in the deep 1 cannot 
mention; I know nat all: but the following 
particulary. are obvious. The vaſt extent of the 
ſeas, yet limited and governed as they are by 
divine power; the creatures that inhabit the 
ſeas ; che buſineſs done upon theſe mighty wa- 
ters; the auful judgments of God in the great 
deep; and the wonderful inſtances of his deli. 
vering mercy you ſometimes meet with there. 

In each of theſe I-would Point out the hand of 
God to you. 


I may not perhaps always uße terms chat To 


the: moſt proper to the buſineſs and language of 
mariners : nor am I much concerned for that. I 
don't fear but yon will underſtand me; and my 
buſineſs is, not to teach you naval terms, but to 

| afſiſt 


ES 
aſt you in, improving your. proſeſſion ta the 
| knowledge of, God. And in order to this, con- 
ſider in the firſt place, the vaſt extent of the 
ſeas, and how. they are limited and governed, 
notwithſtanding, by the divine power. | 

I told you lately, upon a different ſubject, that 
che waters cover above half, it is generally ſup- 
poſed three fourths, of the ſurface of the globe 
and when you get out into the larger qceans, at 
a conſiderable diſtance from land, you have not 
ling enough to find the bottom. What a maſy 
of water this! when you let your meditations 
dwell upon it a little, the thought grows upon 
you, till the mind: fills. with the grandeur of it. 
Thouſands of leagues you may fail, and ſee no- 
thing but the vaſt deep on which you float, and 
the immenſe firmament, the expanſe of heaven 
above! A ſailor, ſurely, has the largeſt View: 
of the works of God ! How natural is- it. for 
you in this ſituation to reflect thus . This. vaſt. 
6 abyſs, i is but as: the drop of the bucker”(a). to. 
« the creation of God! What then is that God: 
ho ſpoke this amazing frame of the univerſe 
into being! How. unfathomable his infinite 
nature! Boundleſs and deep as this ocean ſeems,. 
« it has i its limits: but my God has no bounds to 
« his perfections to his goodneſs. I. arge as are, 
« theſe ſeas, to ſupply the earth with ſprings, 
& without exhauſting, how much more inexhauſti - 
* blethe ocean of = godhead! „All my ſprings, 
6 all the ſprings of the univerſe, are in bim. C0) 


(a) Iſa. al. 15. (% Pam lv. 7. 
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a few drops of water I could r in t f 


| («3 

And what'a noble diſplay” here of the ws 
reign dominion, as well as infinite nature, of the 
Lord of all; who rules and limits this awfulg 


raging, and to us unmeaſurable deep] Vaſt as 


it is, the prophet tells you, that * he mea ſures 
et theſe waters in the hollow of his hand.” (e) Such 


a text as that you ſhould carry in your minds 
when you are travelling the face of the deep. 


© All:this extended ocean is leſs to that fove- 
e reign being, whoſe preſence is immenſe; than 
«hand, are to me!“ 3 

When in a deep and bollow 11 you wem as 
the Pſalmiſt here expreſſes it juſt after the text, 
to mount up to heaven, and then again to de- 
* ſcend into the deep, you ſhould remember 
that it is the command of God that thus raiſes the 


N ſtormy wind, which lifts up the waves of tlie 


ce ſea ;? and learn from thente that theſe wi inds' | 


and waves are but his ſervants,” and in their. 


utmoſt fury, not only are under his contfoul, | 
but in an orderly manner, and with perfect re- 
gularity, fulfil his will. His command raiſes 


their boiſterous tumult, or hothes them into a 


. Thou ruleſt the raging of the "ſea: 
when the Wives thereof ariſe, thou Lilleſt 


277 1 1 4 
4 | {OT oor fy * $44.44 Ai 


40 them. [TE {4) l | 
ſwelling wütet of 


All the pride of oſt 
the deep, that trivmph over the feeble | powers 6f 
man, and fill him with amaze, and horror, falls 


under his ſovereign rebukes and it is a pleafng 


(c) Iſa. al, 12. ½ (%) Pla'm, Ixxxix. 9: ik .& 1 {6 
$4 4 | l \, | and 


1 


4 


(6 £3 
and- happy frame of mind, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, to take refuge in this. dominion of God 
over the ſea. He has ſet his throne upon its 
+ waves z(e) he gathererh the waters of the ſea 
« together as an heap ; he layeth up the depths 


"FF in ſtore houſes.“ (f ) „ He brake up for it 


e hghis decreed place, and ſet bars and doors; and 


” laid, Hicherto ſhall thou come, but no: fur, 
ether: and here Hall we ns” waves be 


© ſtayed.” (g) 
- Herein then 0e: not only his brad; 


but his awful majeſty, who has ſuch a ſtore- 


houſe, ſuch a magazine in readineſs. to chaſtiſe a 
guilty-world if he pleaſes : herein too adore the 


glories of Emmanuel, who rebuked the wind, 


« and ſaid to the ſea? Peace, be 1 x "OE it 
* obeyed him. ũ + 
Secondly, the creatures that inhabir the 0 


may alſo teach you the wonders and the works 
of God: * | EDS + FIT: 0 *. 8 $4 td « TELE 4%” 


L - 


It is a kb bende of beings had | 
Frey in thoſe watery regions. The different 


Lg 


ſpecies or kinds of creatures that have been diſ- 


covered therein, are almoſt innumerable if 
brought into catalogue. An endleſs variety, 
from that great Leviathan which God has 


4 made to play therein,” (i) to the ſmalleſt fin 


that paſſes though the ſea. Theſe are his works; 


for at the creation, God ſaid, Let the waters 


* bring forth abundantly the moving creature 


| (e) n xxviii. 2. (/) Pl. xxxiii. 7. (g Job. xxxviii. 10.11. 


(5) Mark iv. 39. © 'Pialm civ. 26. 
de that 


(. 6 } 

** thatthath life. And Godcreated great whales, 
* and-every living creature that moveth, which 
* the waters brought forth abundantly after 
te their kind. And God bleſſed them, ſaying, 
Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in 
0 the ſea. (x) And how effectual is that word to 
this day! Though they prey upon each other, 
though men deſtroy innumerable multitudes of 
them continually ; yet now they fill, and eyen 
croud the ſea. Herein adore the wiſdom. of God 
that formed them, in all their various ranks,. for 
the element in which they live - that contrived 

ſuch a variety of beings to diſplay his power and 
goodneſs: Adore the omniſcient eye that counts 
all their multitudes, and knows. every individual 
trom the. ſurface to the bottom of the . and 
through all its bounds. f a 


Adore the bounty of the common father, who 
feeds even the fiſhes of the ſea: For theſe are a 
part of his family, and he provides for them. (H 

Adore him who rules among theſe nations of 
the deep who ſtill preſerves their ſeveral kinds, 
their rank. and ſubordination—who ſtill brings 
them to the hook or the net, or orders them 
away as he pleaſes: Thus Jeſus did, when he 
gave a particular fiſh to the hook, and after 
that, a large draught of fiſhes, to the net of 
Peter. (m) O!] that admirable Jeſus! How 
omniſcient, how almighty, how W his 
power in the * t | 


is) _— 20, 22. J. Pla. civ. 27, 28, 
Matt. xv. 27. Jobn xxt. 6. | 
Adore 


e 
Adore that goodfieſs' which gave all what 
paſſeth through the paths of the ſea to the wſewot 
man, that — ocean with theſe living 
treaſures, and made it a conſtant ſtore· houſe of 
food and wealth for him. This leads me 
Thirdly, to point out to you the works anil 
the wonders of God in the buſier: chat i is done 
nn the ſeas. 
It is not to my · purpoſe, nor avould: be eo your 
improvement, were I capable of it, to enumerate 
or deſcant upon the arts and contrtvances of 


men, by which the buſineſs of navigation is 


brought to ſuch perfection as ar-preſent. I his 


you may obſerve, rhat it is a part of che plan of 


the divine government, by which Gad is carry- 
ing on his deſigns in tie world. And as the fidt 
taught Noah the firufture of the ark by imme 
Hiate zevelation, ſo all the fubſequent improve- 
ments of later ages are to be aſcribed to the God 


of wiſdom, who teaches men knoiviedge:” (2) 


Nor is it an inconſiderable inſtance of the divine 
government over the minds of men, that there 


| ſhould be ſo ſtrong a taſte, inclination or pro- 


penſity, in multipudes, for naval eccupetians. 


God thus fats his inſtruments for the work his 


providence. deſigns. And obferve what great 
things God has done, and is doing hereby. 


The diſtant parts of the -worid are by this 


means diſcovered and made: accefiible to each 
other. Scarcely any diſcoveries are made by 
land, Nations upon the lame — have 


(a) Plat | xeiv. 10 
been 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2 
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1 > 
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Fit been for ages, and he muſt ever have. hen 
Tit unknown to one another, had they not been. dit- 
Til . -Covered by the ſea. By this means the | regions 
171 of the earth have been gradually opening to 
1. view, and will be ſo, till every great deſign of 
Wit Providence 4 in the cs dle of nk ind 
if is accompliſhed. | i 
1 What large and deſolate EN of the — 
1 have been hereby already peopled, planted, and 
il .cultivated ! Thus God ſettles. out his family, 
i | and finds room for ſupport. and employ for 
I bill them as, they W... 24 * 1111 
1 The various and important advantages. re- 
Tf W r from hence, both to the nations that: em- 
318 ploy their fleets, and the nations that are viſited 
14 by them, are ſcarcely to be conceived- The 
Tt numbers employed in toreign merchandize, the 
Fill mimultitudes that navigate the ſhips, and thoſe: o- 
[= cupied in the variety of trades, concerned-there- 
F | in, bear a large Mya in all nnn na · 
g tion. 6 . 1307 


Every part 1 the world furniſhes ſomorhing 
peculiar, —_— it can ſpare, and that an- 
other wants. And although, through the 

wickedneſs of men, they may in many inflances 
-communitats'the vices and follies to one an- 
other, yet it is evidently a wiſe and gracious 
| plan of (providence, | and, * notwithſtanding all 
Fi : abuſe, anſwers. __ yore and nde. me 
. 1 ae 1 $18 £5 F | 
Fi) The «family of God is - as it were, 
| Ut brought together; various languages become 
4 a oe familiar ; 
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familiar; connections and:friendſhips-too, form- 
ed through the world; and many ſavage nations 


become civilized. It is true this extenſion of 


commerce often occaſions the larger ſpread of 


war zabut it alſo makes way for the increaſe of 
knowledge and in the end for the general'ſpread 


of the goſpel of: Chriſt. For the knowledge of 
the Lord ſhall. cover the e earths! as. the Waters 


do the lea.” ( i dit 


Thus God has bis way TR 1 5 190 Hd 


while; men are, traverſing the globe either for 


trade or war, he makes them his inſtruments, to 


ſpread the knowledge of his name abroad, and 
his ſaving health unto all nations.“ (4) But, 
In the fourth place, let us turn/ our thoughts to 
another method, by which, God makes himſelf 
known in the great deep, viz. by the awful 
judgments of his hang. 3 


*'4 1.04" 0201 tf 14 5.4 
Might 1 not mention a; naval, war as one 4 
the jydgments e 


Violent as are the Wong of men, and ys 
rage for deſtroying one another, one might think 
that ſuch A barrier as the rolling ocean might 


moos 


* 


| boungs; Ne a means of Klendiy inter- 
, courſe between 1 them. Bur they. no ſooner learn 
: to traffic upon the lea, than: they learn to plun- 


der? and fight upon it too add to its terrors the 


111 4 


greater horrors of war, contrive to ſtain its 
waves with blood, and to fink each other in the 


cfeep. If this is now become neceſſary—if God | 


87 


(e) Ia, xi. 9. 00 pr Ixxvii. 19. | 7) pf Ixvil. 2. 
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permits —if God over- rules this for good; yet 


ſurely it is a judgment _ the _ * cove- 

touſneſs of men. We 2 
The tempeſt, the once windy A 3 | 

fury of the agitated waves, may be, they are all 


_ uſeful, and for the general good: But they are 


judgments ſtill ſent to correct, to awaken, to 
_ © convince a guilty, careleſs world. 1 


What multitudes are continually Naanb wee up 


in the deep in every part of the world! And, in 
one part or another, it may be every hour ſome 


are buried in this watery grave. Thouſands of 
ruined merchants, ten thouſand widows and or- 
phaned children, atteft the truth; while the 


bottom of the ocean is paved with the wrecks 
of their fortune, and the bones of their dead. 


And leſt men inured to theſe awful ſcenes, 


| ſhould not obſerve the hand of God i in them, he 


not unfrequently orders theſe events to overtake 
them in the moſt unexpected manner, without 
any foreſeen cauſe, or danger.—A ſudden rock 
—an unknown ſand—or a thouſand other cir- 
cumſtances, may in a few moments bury all 


their hopes, ruin all their projects, and expoſe 
them, if life is preſerved, to inconceiveable diſ- 
treſſes on the wide ocean, without relief, but in 
God alone: And it is then, indeed, his gracious 
interpoſition is moſt remarkably ſeen. This 
leads me therefore to remind you in the 


Fifth place, of the wonders of divine mercy 


you often meet with on the ſea. 


It 


( 
It is the God of ſalvation that continually 


reſerves us, and delivers us from ſurrounding 
evils, ſeen, and unſeen: Let we are not ſo ready 


to ſee and acknowledge this, till he makes our 
danger great, that his own hand may —_ 
the more eonſpicuous in our reſeue. 

No men have more experience of this than 
thoſe who do buſineſs upon the ſeas, where all 


relief is far, and God alone is nigh, What 


ſcenes of diſtreſs does he ſometimes lead them 
through, and ſupport them under Some ac- 
counts of this kind are diſtreſſing only to read. 
Here—a tender, leaky, maſtlefs hull, the 
wreck of many preceding ſtorms, driven about 
at the mercy of the ſtill furious waves, with a 


famiſhed, ſickly, dying crew, ready to devour, 
and, in ſome inſtances, devouring/one another 


There—an open boat, burthened with deſpair- 
ing creatures, who juſt now ſaw their deſerted 
ſhip go down, with all their hopes, many, many 
leagues from land, or it may be, know not where 
they are, without a compaſs, without proviſion, 


and all but life is gone. But then God is their 


pilot and their friend: he ſteers them, againſt 
their deſigns, it may be, into the way of relief 
brings a ſtranger to be their friend, and orders a 
gale that threatens to overwhelm them, which 
drives that ſtranger out of his courſe, that he 


may find theſe objects of diſtreſs, —Another be- 


comes the prey of pirates, or national enemies, 
and gives up his liberty and property together, 


ei” without any preſent hopes of redemp- | 
C 2 tion: 
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tion: But the God of , war-ſends;a commiſſion 
after them, regains, them before they, reach the 
land of their captivity.? Some have;ſpent: years: | 
in hondage, but God has found them cut, made; 
them friends, and reſtored them to: chair native; 
ſhores. Theſe. are judgments and mercies ming 
led judgments ordained to teach vu. hat 
God can do in a. way of erde oblody ors 
Offen, very ten,, Ao experienceithe = 
th Pſalmiſt here deſcribes t Vo mount; up 
to they heaven, you. go down again to the 
depths; your ſoul, is melted becauſe | f trou-, 
ble; you reel to and fro, and ſtagger like a 
10 drunken man, anda are at your wit $ e l 


hope 1 is gone. 


But at length * 4 J pos Pit the * 2 an.” 


gives you reſt after all Your fatigue, and 


brings you joyful, into your deſired haven. 
Such wonders. of mercy. do you ſee: And fo 
much the more to, be wondered at, When you con- 
lider how little that God is acknowledged, who 
worketh-all theſe deliverances for you. | 


This is indeed a juſt cauſe of lamentation to 
all, yet too little, too ſeldom lamented: Let me 
therefore, before I cloſe. this diſcourſe, throw 
this upon the thoughts of thoſe of you, who are 
uſed to take notice of the public proceedings of 
the divine government, and make: it your prac- 
tice to obſerve, and lament the general neglect 


with Which the great God is treated: J doubt. 


not there are thofe among you, with whom this 
is a ' ſerious and freqdent buſineſs; who have 
| p | ſomething 


( ig ) 
ſomething of the;ſame ſpirit wich the author of 
this ofutin- frequently crying out, as you ob- 
ſerve the proceedings of God with us, O that 
% men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, 
<< and for his wonderful, works to the children 
<< of, men (r) earneſtly wiſhing that it were ſo 
unn. and lamenting that it is not. 

And eſpecially in the preſent criſis; when 
wars, 1 the, plague, and peſtilence among, the cat- 
tle, ſpread ſo much in the nations round about 
us, and the alarm of war ſo nearly affects our- 
ſelves. 1 5 : 
I doubt not but many of vou are ſeriouſly 
kunt yourſelves before God under theſe ge- 
neral rebukes. Now, I ſay, let me fix this ob- 
ject particularly in your view the divine go- 


vernment over the ſeas - the wonders God has 


done for our guilty land upon theſe great waters 
and then, eſpecially lament it, that the God of 
the ſeas is neglected, affronted, and diſhonoured, 
in the manner he is „ 

Should we have a war, its principal 5 
tions muſt be upon the ſeas: and what can we 
expect from him WhO holds the winds and waves 
in his hands, and who at beſt is ſo much left out 
of our account, amidſt the preparations for war 
But. let. it be your concern to honour him in 
theſe, as well as all his other works, and lament 
the naval part of our national ſins. 

Bur [ muſt remember the promiſe I made at 
che b eginning of this diſcourſe, and cloſe. with 


(r) Verſe 8, Ic, 21, 31, 


an 


(„ I ) 
an addreſs to theſe ** who go down to the 5 in 
ſhips, and do bulineſs in great waters. 

I look upon you, brethren, with the resten 
reſpect as fellow citizens—eſteem you as the 
moſt valuable members of the Britiſh commu- 
nity. The ſtrength and wealth of our empire is 
with you. You go through dangers for us far 
and near, and, in proportion, your recompence 
is {mall ; your profeſſion and character therefore, 
as citizens, is the more honourable. My heart 
enters affectionately inte all your hazards and 
fatigues, and ſincerely rejoices in all your ſuc- 
reſſes. Sometimes, indeed, I almoſt envy you 
—envy you only the experience you. have of 
the wonders of God in the deep. 

Some of you, I truſt, have reafon to bleſs God 
for all you have ſeen and met with—and do 
daily give him glory for the good he has done 
you by your ſufferings : O that it were the caſe 
with all! But, have you not heard many who 
blaſpheme the name of that God who holds them 
over the deep, and while they hang 'over the 
abyſs, damn themſelves to the loweit hell ? Have 
you not ſeen many, who after all the dangers and 
mercies of the ſeas, pollute both the foreign and 
their native ſhores, with debaucheries and exceſs? ; 
1 will not ſuppoſe you have been more than wit- 
nefſes to theſe things — that is enough to make 
you tremble. Can you wonder that the ſea 
fometimes groars with its hurden ? Do you not 
rather wonder at the ſafety with which you go 
out and return, voyage after voyage, under the 

protection 


„ 
protection of that God whoſe name is ſo much 
blaſphemed among you? Wonder not at the 
awful rebukes of providence - wonder not that 


the winds and waves, which obey the laws of 
their maker, ſometimes reprove the inſolent re- 


bellion of men wonder rather that ever the 
cities of diſtreſſed blaſphemers ſhould reach the 
ear of God, and that he ſhould command a calm 


for thoſe who {0 often n his 1 and 
wrath! 


Why is it, Wees * cries ever euch the 


ears of God? Why is it the armed elements do 
not more frequently hurry guilty men into hope- 
leſs and endleſs miſery Why? but becattfe there 
is an interceſſor, an advocate for the guilty, a 
friend of ſinners, even the Son of God himſelf. 


Jeſus, brethren let me turn your thoughts to 
Jeſus: His blood has a prevailing voice, or 


your cries in diftreſs would be in vaiti. Thoſe 
mighty waves of the ſea, if indeed armed with 
juſtice alone, would at once overwhelm you: 
Bur, in all their moſt dreadful fury, they are but 
the inſtruments of love, and under the direction 
of ſovereign goodneſs. 


The floods of juſtice fell upon the head 'of je- 


lbs epPre d him with forrow—ſunk him in | 


the grave; yet he was mighty to bear it—to ſur- 


vive, by riſing from the dead, and now lives with 
God to intercede for you—and obtains for you 
thoſe wonders of mercy you often receive in the- 


deep. 


Go 


— add 


„ | 

Goto yaur retirement then, and ponder deeply 
upon this. Search the ſcriptures, and ſee if thefe 
things are juſt. -You will find them ſo; and, 


perhaps, be ſurpriſed that you ſaw them not in 


the ſame light before. Think of them, till you 
learn to adore the love of God, and the grace of 


our Lord [Jeſus Chriſt; 'and place your Future 
dependance there. You will then go upon the 


ſeas in peace with God, with confidence in his 
preſence and care, and will ſee his glory in all the 
wonders, of the deep. You will receive his re- 
bukes as the corrections of a father; you will 
rejoice in his protection as the fruit of his love; 
you will ſee mercies mingled with all yeur dif- 
appointments and loſſes; in the immediate vieys 
of death, you will have hope of a better world, 
and a glorious exchange; when inſtead of your 
deſigned port, you are landed on the heavenly 
ſhores, and there feel en in er of 
eprom, bliſs FO OY adi 
May God write thoſe: hinge upon dur hearts! 
And may the bleſſed Jeſus, who appeared to his 
diſciples in the ſtorm, and ſaved them from pe- 
riſhing, ſave us all from the burning lake, which 
is the ſecond death, and conduct us ſafely through 


the voyage of life, to the, haven of laing 
reſt | Amen! 
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An 73 THEY FEARED EXCEEDINGLY, AND SAID, 
ONE ro ANOTHER, Wnar MANNER OF MAN 
15 THIS, THAT EVEN THE WIN B AND THE * 
' OBEY HIM! 


TP ON hearing thels 3 you will im- 
| mediately conclude, the event that di- 


rected my thoughts fo chen; THE TERRIBLE 
GALE or wIND BY WHICH WE WERE ALARMEDON 


THE LAST WDR ESDAY MORNING is the ſubject of 
every converfation, poſſeſſes every mind, That 
awful morning will be long remembered. Multi- 
tudes are even now lamenting their huſbands— 
their fathers—their children loſt ; their property 
their all---their little all ſwallowed up : Mul- 
titudes ſtill, agitated with uncertainty between 
anxious hopes and diſtreſſing fears; too ſoon, 
will many of them change thoſe fears for more 
i 2 certainty, and for years to come will re- 
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| 1 88; 
peat, with 2 punctuality peculiar t to deep and 
laſting-forrow,”that, on WEDNESDAY MORNING 
DzczMBER 19, 1770, they loſt all that was dear 
to them in the world, x a 1 ſtorm of 


* 


wind! my 


Feel for theſe ern my W 22 Werz 
** with them that weep,” (a) ſend up many a 
prayer for them, and thereby bring down bleſſ- 
ings, to ſupply their loſs, to eaſe their pains. 


But there is another and larger view, in which 
this event ought to be conſidered by alt the in- 
habitants of Our land. In the preſent circum- 
ſtances, it ſurely ought to be conſidered as a na- 
tional rebuke. Some powerful neighbouring 
nations evidently declare their hoſtile intentions 
againſt us. War is a plague, a ſcourge to man- 
kind; yet a fooliſh people, wanton with an ex- 
ceſs of luxury, with for this plague—provoke, 
and call for this rod of God .to correct them.. 
But, behold, how God reproves the pride and 
confidence of nations! If the plagues and wars 
that ravage and depopulate other countries, will 
not humble us, he ſends his judgments home. 
The waters of heaven the ſtore-houſe of G0 
to enrich the earth) are ſent to rebuke us with a 
deluge upon great part of the country: A na- 


tional judgment this! thouſands immediately 


ſuffer by it; many are ruined in their property; 
all muſt at length feel its effects. Bur, if this 
will not awaken us, God ſpeaks now with a 
ew pl voice a voice that awakens every flum- 


A, Rom. xi. 15. 


berer 


ö e hits and as 1 
berer in the N the _ of the ſtormy wind, 
that tells you, louder than thunder, and yet in 
accents of mercy too, how eaſily he can make 
all the ſtrength and pride. of our nation fink; 
eas lead in the mighty waters. (5), O that it 
may be generally! peng, 7 ſuitably ein 
in this view! . 

But is there ks but the 8 of 
terror in ſuch events? Do they admit of n 
conſolation? Yes, bleſſed be God, they * 
Whatever be the fate of nations whatever be 
the iſſue of things for this world with any of us 
the ſincere diſciples of Chriſt may. rejoice in 
„ him, and joy in the God of their ſalya- 
tion.“ (c) And it is with a ſincere deſire to 
promote this your joy, that I have introduced 

the paſſage of ſcripture firſt read to you. 

Our Lord, and his diſciples, were now croſſing 
the ſea of Galilee in the night; ; on a ſudden, 
« there aroſe a great ſtorm. of wind; the waves 
of the ſea beat into the ſhip, ſo that” the evan- 
geliſt ſays, it was now full. (4) In this immi- 
nent danger, Jeſus himſelf was aſleep in the 
ſtern of the ſhip. The diſciples, i in the utmoſt - 
terror and alarm, wake him with << Maſter, © 
« careſt thou not that we periſh ?”( e) This 
abrupt language i is very emphatical. Every man 
is eloquent in diſtreſs. The apprehenſion of in- 
ſtant death, dictated a language that ſeems in- 
conſiſtent with that awful reſpect chey really had 
for their Lord. They did not ſeriouſly doubt 


(5) Ex. xv, 10. (e) Hab. iii. 18. (d) Ver. 36, &c. (e) Ver. 38. 
Ms his 


0 20 ) 
his care, but they wiſtied for his notice an 
compaſſion of their diſtreſs, * and Poſſibly, i 
ſome hope of deliverance from him. Hope in 
danger gives language, gives activity to fear 
the reverſe of ſullen deſpair. This hope ap oh 
more evident in the parallel e of 5 
thew and Luke. In Matthew, Lord, 15 
«ys, we periſh :”(f) In Luke, «Maſter, maſ- | 


| 60 ter, We perith, ©. C6: ly without my in-* 5 


be ſtant help. 5 h 
But ſuch feeble 1. under the ce * 
predominant fear, though all that could be ex- 


pected in ſuch circumſtances in common, was 


not all that was due to the character of their 
divine maſter, who was on board with them, 
and made their caſe not common. When there. 


fore, Jeſus had ** rebuked the wind,” and re- 


ſored calmneſs to the ſea, he reproves them for 
the exceſs of their fear, and the weakneſs of their 
faith, Why are ye fo rt ? How is it chat 
you have no faith? / ð 
This ſoft, but juſt remonſtrance, joined with 
the · miracle inſtantly performed upon the raging 
elements, opened their eyes at once to a ſtriking 
view of their own weakneſs; and the glory of 
their Lord; and under that ſtrong impreſſion, 
they tremble at the preſence of their deliverer, 
te they feared exceedingly.“ (i) So near a view 


of divine majeſty, to minds, that moment, un- 


der the alarm of immediate death, and now con- 


0 7 EY Matt. viii, 25- @ Lake viii, 24. (+4) Verſe 40. 
* W TRY __ 


z 


ſcious 


„ 
5 friow of their guilty weakneſs thereig, muſt be 


Ifoſt too much for humanity ro bear- tom 


hack glory, had it not been clothed with hu- 
tnanity:* But the humble form in which. Jeſus, 


appeared amoveſt them, io ſome meaſure: miti- 
ates theſe terrors ; their minds. recover them-. 
ſelves,” and their fears are turned into admira- 


tion. What inanner of man is. this, tab even. 
5 the wind and the lea obey. him 3 


He appeared as a man; but his works . were 


divine. They well knew, nothing but the 
power that gave being to theſe creatures, could 


thus command aud reſtrain them; > * that God 
alone can at his command raiſe up the ſtormy 


« wind, which lifteth up the waves of the 


e ſea,” (t) or * rule the raging of the ſea, (J) 


make the ſtorm a calm, and ſay to the impetuous 
waves, Hitherto ſhall ye come, and no far- 


ther.” (n) He often puts the proof of his deity 


79 


upon this exerciſe of ſovereign dominion. over 


the wind and the ſea; © who; hath gathered the 


« wind in his fiſts Pn) << Who. hath, meaſured 
<« the waters in the hollow of his hand ?P(o) Yet 
they ſaw Jeſus exerciſe the ſame dominion, and 


with the ſame authority and effect, that is pecu- 


liar to God. Ie rebuked the wind, and ſaid 


0 unto the ſea, * Peace, be till,;* and the wind 
e ceaſed, and there was a great calm.”(p) Hence. 
therefore you ſee, that the divine government in 


this world of. ours is Idminiſlorey; by. Chriſt, 


@ PC. evii, 25. (1) Pſ. 3 9. (u Job. xxxviii. 11. 
() r xxx. * 000 II. xl. 12. #)- Ver. 39. 


ne 


1 


& He is Lord of all. () He rules with the au- 
thority, power, and wiſdom of God, but ſtill | in 
the character of the mediator, and in ſubſervi- 
ency to the great deſigns of his mediation. Un- 


der this character the father addreſſes him, Thy 
ce throne, O God, is for ever and ever. (7) To 
this purpoſe, all power is given to him in 
<« heaven and on earth ;”(s) © all things are 
put under him; () he filleth all things; 


and © is head over all things to the church. ( 


Even the wind and the ſea therefore are, not 


only ſubject to his command, but are managed 


by him for the moſt merciful purpoſes. 


{<6 This“ you will ſay, “is indeed a delightful | 
te thought; honourable to Chriſt, and reviving 
. to his diſciples + : But, why then does this 


«© glorious redeemer ſuffer theſe ſtorms to rage? 


«If they are in his gracious hands, why does | 


«he let looſe their fury in ſuch awful, ſuch 


% dreadful effects?“ Dreadful effects I ac- 


knowledge them to be, with reſpect to many in- 
dividuals ; ; with reſpect to the preſent hour of 
their diſtreſs : Bur, if you had a mind that could 
penetrate into all his counſels---had you an eye 
that could ſee through all his kingdom, and 
ſurvey all that is carrying on throughout his 
empire of heaven and earth, — you would find 
another name for theſe dreadful effects. This“ 

you ſay, is poor ſatisfaction- the plea of i ig- 


© norance” will never ſupport the mind under 


(4) Acts x. 36. (+) Heb. i, 8. Pſalm xlv. 6. 
y (s Matt. xxviii. 18. (2) 1 Cor, xv. 27. 
(x) Eph. i. 22; 23: 
great 
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1 
te great calamity,” I will therefore give a more 
direct anſwer to chis too paſſionate, though ex- 
cuſable demand, and aſſert, that the moſt aw- 
ful exerciſe of Chriſt's dominion over the wind 
and the ſea, is perfectly conſiſtent with; and in 
conformity to, his. character of the Saviour. 


To convince you of this, pleaſe to obſerve, 
that when he put to ſea with his diſciples in the 
evening, he certainly | foreſaw the ſtorm that 
would overtake them, and all the circumſtances 
of danger attending it ; nay, it was thus ordered 
and directed by him: : He gave the wind and 
the ſea this commiſſion, in order to bring them 
into thoſe circumſtances of trial. And no doubt 
it was with the ſame view, that though he fore-. 
ſaw the ſtorm, he gave way to the wearineſs of 
his exhauſted body, and retired to ſleep: For, 
notwithſtanding the labours of the day, it had 
been eaſy to him, to have ſupported and re- 
newed the animal ſpirits without reſt, had he 
thought proper. The evident deſign therefore, 
of this diſpenſation, was for their trial; to a- 
waken conſcience in them; to teach them their 
weakneſs, to give them renewed diſplays of his 
divine perſections; exerciſe his love in their de- 
liverance ; ; and ſtrengthen their faith i in him, as 
the author of eternal ſalvation. 


Now, chriſtians, let your minds poſſeſs this 
ſentiment—fully take it in---drink largely of 
theſe waters of conſolation, Conſider, land and 
ſea, ſtorms and tempeſts, not only as in the hands 
of Chriſt, and N to his dominion, but as 

directed 


<= 


( 24 ) 5 
directed by him, to carty on the plan of ſaving 
mercy, ind all conſpiring rogethet with his love. 
Conſider his proceedings herein; under the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

Fifſt, as deſigned to bumble, and convince 
men of fih—t6 awaken a guilty world—to rouſe 
üp the dyitig principles of conſcience: And is 
hot this a work proper for the Saviour? He 
himſelf bore the weight of « our guilt, and there- 
fore knows all its terrors : He Knows the worth, 
of ſouls; for © he bought them with his 
d blood: ) He knows the glories of heaven, 
the weight of the divine diſpleaſure—and the 
miſeries of he 11; into which men are plunging 
themſelves. He proclaims theſe things with his 
word ; but men will not hear : May he not then 
fend a tempeſt after them, to teach them, by a 
Tonder voice, their guilt; their danger, the worth 
of their fouls, and their certain miſery without a 
Saviour? If he fees a raceof formal profeſſors, de- 
clining in their characters, aſleep with the world, 
and ** the (few) things which remain ready to 
die,“ (x) is it not worthy the character of the 
ſaviour, to take theſe hoſts of God, which, with 
divine permiſſion, would deſtroy the world, and 
employ them, as the king of grace, to awaken 
and alarm theſe ſleepers, and thus carry on the 
deſigns of his love in their ſalvation? He has 
done thus many times. 

He ſtruck Saul and his companions to the 
ground, and took away his fight with the un- 


(=) Acts xx, 28. (x) Rev. iii. 2. 


4 


* 
— 


6269 : 
kifferable brightneſs. of his glory; and made 
this the means of changing his heart. (z) He 
ſhook the ſoul of the jailor with an earthquake, 
and taught him thereby to cry out, “ What 
« ſhall 7 do to be ſaved?“ (a) When he has let 
looſe the rage of perſecutors, has he not purified 
and revived his churches, thereby—and :watered 
the ſeeds of future harveſt by the blood of his 


faints ?. Ne gives the dying martyrs acrown of 


life, and inſpires others by their heroic death to 
be baptized for the dead.“ (56) And thus all 


the judgements he ſends into the world, though 


proofs. of his diſpleaſure: againſt fin, are the fruits 


| of his: love to men, and graciouſly deſigned to 


make the inhabitants of the world learn righ- 
75 teouſnels, ”(c) He hereby proves the truth of 
his word, tries the graces of his people, ſhows 
the value of his ordinances, corrects the forma- 
lity, pride, and ignorance of profeſſors, makes 
men feel that they have ſouls - that they are ſin- 
ners—that, heaven and hell are realities—and 


that they need a ſaviour. And, 


Secondly, by theſe a ke 2.0 ju” his goyern- 
ment, he diſplays his own glorious perfections. 

The ſame ſpirit ſtill remains in the world that 
poſſeſſed the Jewiſh unbclievers. They ſaw him 
in the loweſt circumſtances of humanity, and 
judging by the prejudice of their ſenſes, could 
not believe him to be the Son of God. We in- 


deed confeſs him to be ſo, according | to the cuſ- 


(2 Acls ix. 3-6. (a) Adds xvi. 25— 30. (8) 1 Cor. 15. 29. 
(c) Iſa. xxvi. 9. | 
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14) Iſa. li. „(le) Pi. lav. 5g. {F) Matt, xxiv. 30. 
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( 
tomary form of the Chriſtian profeſſion: But 
the circumſtances in which he appeared on 
earth, the humble characters and names he bears, 
and which are moſt familiar with us, make men 
too inſenſible to his divine excellencies, and 


thereby trifle with him, and neglect him. It is 


true he rules the world, yet the ſilent proceed- 
ings of his daily providence paſs almoſt unno- 
ticed : But when © the armof the Lord awakes, 
* and puts on ſt:zergth,” (4) and by terrible 
c things in righteouſneſs?” he anſwers the long- 
recorded and well-remembered prayers of his 
church ;(e) then, in the day of viſitation, 
men ſee his glory. Thus the impious Jewiſh 


ſcorners were rebuked in the midſt of their in- 
ſults. He made the ſun hide his face in awful 


and preternatural darkneſs, while he expired on 
the croſs—He rent the rocks wich a tremendous 
earthquake—So he did when he roſe from the 


dead. And why were theſe terrors of the Lord 
employed at the time he gave the moſt amazing 


inſtance of divine love? Why, but to convince 
the world, it was the Son of God, the Lord of 


glory that died, and fo ſubſerve thereby the gra- 


cious purpoſes of his death in the ſalvation of 


men? What is the principal leſſon taught by 


the unparallelled calamities that ſoon after fell 
upon the Jewiſh nation? Was not that “ the 
« coming of the ſon of man?” Did he not 
then appear in power, and with great glory? 
Did not this vindicate, in the view of all the 


© WE 2 
world, the honours of him who was crucified ? 
And on that account -was a bleſſing to the world, 
and conformable to the glorious plan of redemp- 
tion? In ſuch awful works of power and judg- 
ment, men are taught that he is the Lord, 
mighty to ſave or to deſtroy, that he juſtly claims 
their ſubmiſſion, and is a proper object of their 
confidence: At leaſt this is the truth proclaimed 
hereby, whether man will hear or not. Jeſus 
makes bare his arm, and proves himſelf divine. 

And let it be obſerved, thirdly, that amidſt 
the moſt awful diſplays of his power, he nn 
delights in the exerciſe of ſaving mercy. 


The diſciples thought themſelves in the ut- 
moſt - danger: Apparently they were ſo. But 
their gracious maſter, whoſe care of them they 
ſeemed, by the language of their paſſion, to ſuſ- 
peR, raiſed that ſtorm to make his glory and his 
love appear the more conſpicuous in their de- 
liverance. 


And when = his judgements are abroad in the 
« earth,” how multiplied, various and illuſtrious 
are the inſtances of ſalvation ! We do indeed 
(and he allows us, we cannot help but) lament 
the public, or private diſtreſſes he lays upon us: 
But does he not expect ſome notice to be taken 
of his mercy too, when it triumphs even in the 
midſt of judgement, and appears the more illuſ- 
trious thereby? Suppoſe omnipotent juſtice, 
without a mediator, was to take a guilty world 
in hand; ſuppoſe a ſovereign God, not as a Sa- 
viour, but as an offended king, was to arm a- 

E 2 | gainſt 
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gainſt his rebellious creatures: Alas 1 how ſoot 
would his wrath cruſh us to hopeleſs and endleſs 
miſery ! But, behold ! the work committed to 
the hands of the Son of God, under the character 
of a Saviour: If he raiſes the ſtormy wind, to 
convince you his power is divine, ſtill the glory 
of his divinity appears chiefly in the works of 
ſalvation, the inſtances of r and e | 
ing mercy. Now, t 


This view of the governing power, iid love - 
of the Lord Jeſus, may well fill our minds with 
the moſt admiring thoughts concerning him. It 
ought, chriſtians, to make him more honourable 
in your eſteem, more admirable in your eyes, 
more precious to your hearts. Every view of 
the great redeemer, every perfection of his na- 
ture, every work of his hand, is glorious. : But 
ſometimes we behold ſuch united, ſuch collected 
glories, that cannot Tad but . * be- 
lever. : 


He governs the world with the fime Ou with 
which he died for. it, and to the ſame purpoſes” 
too; and the proceedings of his providence are 
intended to unite in your view, the perfections 
of the God, and the compaſſions of the dying 
ſaviour.*' Behold then, © what manner of man 
<« js this!” If the diſciples had juſt cauſe for 


ſuch admiration, how much more have we, ho 

* This Sermon was i on a 8 Hoa ; which 
may account for the turn of thought and | expreſſion here, and 
in n ſome orher . 1 ay 


S's 


have 
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ry fuch richer diſcoveries, both of his glory 


and his love, than they had, at that time! 


They indeed, at all times, readily profeſs their 
faith i in him, as © the Son of God;” bur proba- 
biy, before his reſurrection, anderftogd that 
phraſe with reſpect to his office as mediator only, 
without any direct views to his divine nature: 
However that be, he now appeared to them as 
a man, and that raiſed this aſtoniſnment, that 


r 


the wind and the ſea ſhould obey him. But they 


afterwards better underſtood— and now beſt of 


all underſtand, che glories of his perſon; not in- 
deed fo as to leſſen, but increaſe their admita- 
tion: They! behold his glory now in heaven — 
ſtill in the human form, but with brig hter 


beams of the in -dwelling deity. And in "er 


writings we behold his glorics too. He is in- 
deed at one time preſented to us as an infant 
lad in the marizer of a ſtable, his parents op- 
preſſed 1 with poverty: We ſee him afterwards 
<a" man of ſorrows () through all his life, 


deſpiſed : and perſecuted; at length ſeized by the 


hands of violence, unjuſtly condemned, nailed 
to a croſs,” and dying the moſt ignominious 
death: Vet we ſee this man give eyes to the 
blind, ears to the deaf, limbs to the maimed, life 
to the dead, by his word. Commanding devils, 
winds and ſeas, and they obey him ! We fee 
him riſe from the dead, behold him fitting at 
the right hand of God, Lord over _ q A 
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orincipalitins and powers, and all worlds ſubject 
to him “ What manner of man is this!“ 

And what manner of love was it in the Son 
of God, with all his glories, to become the ſon 
of man—to become the ſervant of men—to la- 
bour—to ſuffer—to die for their ſalvation! Was 
he in the form of God, and equal with 
« God ;”(b) and yet © made fleſh?” (i) Was he 
<« rich, yet for our ſakes became poor ?() Is 
he ſovereign of the univerſe, yet would bear to 
be inſulted and abuſed? Is be infinitely holy, 
and yet abuſed and condemned as a malefactor? 


Ts he the author of life to the creation, and yet, 


conſent to die—to die an accurſed death ? What: 
manner of man is this, that commands life, 
commands devils, commands angels too, yet 
ſuffers himſelf to be led to execution, and nailed 
to the croſs! And what manner of love was 
that which carried him through ſuch amazing 
ſcenes for ſinful men! | x 
Pleaſing object of aſtoniſhment indeed! Pleaſ- 

ing object of reverence and love ! Let me have 
the happineſs to inſpire your hearts with theſe 
ſentiments towards the bleſſed Jeſus :—Or if 
not—If there are any hearts irreverent to his 
glories, uninfluenced by his love, let me remind 
them that the day will come, when © thoſe who 
% would not have this man to reign over them, 

« ſhall be brought forth and ſlain before his 
1 face. () 


(5) Philip. ii. 6. (i) John i. 14. 


(/) Luke xix. 27. 


(#) 2 Cor. viii. 9. 


Yes 


CI 3 

Les, Sirs, he himſelf admoniſhed the con- 
temptuous Jews of that awful day of his 
power, when he appeared among them as a poor 
neceſſitous man; even when he ſtood arraigned 
at their bar, ſilent to all the blaſphemous falſe- 
hoods they charged upon him, when he patiently 
bore the inſults of thoſe who buffeted and ſpit 
upon him; even then, with ſerene Majeſty, he 


binds over his judges to his own future tribunal, 


and reminds them, that hereafter they ſhould 
« ſee the ſon of man ſitting on the right hand 
« of power, and coming in the clouds af hea- 
even. (mz) Yes, he is a ſovereign king, and 
God is determined that to him every knee 
« ſhall bow, and every tongue confeſs him 
© Loid.in) * He mult reign,” Sirs, whether 


in your hearts or not, “he muſt reign, till he 


has put all things under his feet.“ (% And 
„ then cometh the endz”(p) then he comes 
upon the throne of his glory :”(9) And then 


not only the wind and the jea, but theſe material 
heavens and earth ſhall fly away before his 


«© preſence ;' z\7) and the moſt haughty of the 
ſons of men who rejected his domunon, will then 


wiſh, vainly wiſh tor < the rocks and moun- 
% rains to fall on them, and hide them from 
the face of the Lamb.) May divine grace 
avert this awful doom trom cach of you! 
Would to God that every foul here might receive 
theſe glozics of the redeemer with becoming re- 
verence and joy: Joy, in that ability, that power 


(7) Matt. xxvi. 64. (1) Phillip. ii. 10. (e) 1 Cor. xv. 25. 


) bid ver. 24. (ig) Matt. xix. 28 (/ REV. xx. 11. 
(5) Ibid vi. 16. 
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he has to fave! How ſecurely, under his Pro- 
tection, may you paſs the voyage of life! Ho 
ſure his promiſes! And how. < able to keep 
« what you have committed. tg him until that 
cc day !”(z) . | | * 43 

And finally, with what eise ones the 
believer repoſe his confidence on the power and 
love of Chriſt, under the moſt yy events of 
providence ! iid 

Come, chriſtians, Jer me: aikcad: you to: his cdulh: 
— There you ſee a love as ſtrong, : as mighty; 
as his,pmnipotence himſelf :: Conſider that love; 
and that omnipotence as united in your glorious 
redeemer. Behold him that died on the. croſs; 
now fitting on the throne. of his kingdom, and 
direCting every event that concerns you. The 


| ſame hand that was nailed to the tree, now 


holds the reins of government—holds the winds, 
limits the ſeas, and meaſures out _ trial wor 


you. 
Will you then diſhonour him ſo math as to 


ſuppoſe theſe raging elements are become too 
ſtrong for him? Or that he who once died- 
in love, is now become your enemy, and 
ſcatters curſes upon you, when he ſhed bis 
blood to purchale bleſſings? No, rather be- 
lieve, believe upon the fureſt grounds, that he 
is © the ſame yeſterday, to- day, and for 
ever ;”*(4) that he has the fame heart on the 
throne, as on the croſs. Believe at leaſt one 


(e) 2 Tim. i. 12. () Heb, xiii. 8. 


certain 


(- 33 = 


certain truth—that he ſuffers no ſtorm to fall 


on you, equal to that he himſelf bore for you— 


that he puts no trial upon you, but he is able 


to ſupport you under, to deliver you from it: 


In this aſſurance repoſe upon him. Enter 


into this chamber, and there hide yourſelves 
„ as it were,” from all the ſtorms of life; “ the 
< indignation” will ſoon * be overpaſt.”(w) 
The voyage of life will ſoon be ended, and on 
the bliſsful ſhores of eternal peace and ſecurity, 
you will look back on all the wreck of earth 
and time, with a ſmile, and adore the power and 


love that conducted you through it all. 


% Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
<« fore the preſence of his glory, with exceeding 
« joy, to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be 
e glory and majeſty, dominion and power, both 


« now and ever. Amen!?“ 


(aw) Iſaiah xxvi. 20. 
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Tus Mvsrzar or Divine Provi- 
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AFTER, 


Preached Jan. zoth, 1771. 
Jen 2008 76 
JzsUs ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO Hu, WHAT 


I po 'TH0U KNOWEST ' NOT NQW, BUT THOU - 
 SHALT KNOW HEREAFTER. 


HES E words were addreſſed to Peter— 
the occaſion was this. — Jeſus, with a- 
mazing condeſcenſion, was now waſhing the 
feet of his diſciples: For he not only took 
« upon himſelf the form of a ſervantꝰ (a) not 
only became the ſervant of God for our ſalva- 
tion, but ſubmitted to be the ſervant of men too. 
The ſon of God, when he became the ſon of 
man, came not to be miniſtred unto, but to 
4 miniſter.“ ( When in this humble office 
Jeſus came to Peter Peter ſeems to riſe, and 
withdraw himſelf with an air of aſtoniſhment, 
Lord, doſt thou waſh my feet? (c) Can I 


(a) Philip. ii. 7. (3) Matt. xx. 28. (e) Ver. 6. 
-F 0 ever 


f 1 
1 „„ 
| « ever bear, that my dear and honoured Lord 
and maſter, whom I know to be, the Chriſt, 
ce the ſon of the living God, (d) ſhould ſtoop to 
* this ſervile office for a poor ſinful man, Ap 
<« waſh my feet!” To this J-ſus makes the re- 
ply in the text; which in other words is thus 
15 You don't at preſent, ſee my reaſons for what 
«'] am now doing, but! hall ſoon inlorm you | 
of my deſign therein.” Peter could not ap- 
prehend, notwithſtanding this intimation, that 
there could be any ſufficient reaſon tor ſo extra- 
ordinary a proceeding, and therefore perempto- 
rily refuſes.— No, Lord, I am amazed that 
% thou ſhouldeſt offer ſuch a thing—I am a- 
„ © mazed my brethren ſhould ſuffer it But, for 
| .<* my>=own part I am determined—No, Lord, 
thou ſhalt never waſh my feet.“ (e) Jeſus | 
tells him, If I waſh thee not, thou haſt no,part 
with me ;” that is, ** you cannot be my diſci- 
ple, unleſs you ſubmit entirely to my autho- 
.* rity and direction.” Upon this, Peter, who 
never meant to diſpute his Lord's authority, not 
only fubmits, that Jeſus ſhould waſh his feet, 
but defires him to waſh ,*© his hands and his 
head alſo, (F) though as yet he was ignorant 
of the reaſons Jeſus had for what he did. But 
the promiſe was ſoon fulfilled: For, as ſoon as 
Jeſus had finiſhed waſhing their feet, he explain- 
ed his conduct to them, viz. that he deſigned 
this as an example for them; that ſince he, their 
Lord and maſter had thus Fordefeends d to this 


(4) Matt. xvi. 16. (e) Ver. 8. WO Ver. 92— 2 
4 loweſt 


* 
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loweſt office of friendſhip, they ſhould _ alwa 


ready to condeſcend to one another, even to t 

loweſt of their brethren, i in the offices of chriſtian 
love. Now, had he mentioned this before- 
hand,”as the reaſon of what he was going to do, 


much of the force of the example had been loſt ; , 


and therefore he chooſes to conceal his deſign in 
it, till he had gone 1 with all 2 5 di- 
ciples. 

Had he ſaid . You, my diſciples, ought ever 
e moſt readily to ſtoop to the meaneſt offices 
by which you can ſerve each other, and ex- 
+ preſs your mutual love, and to ſet you the 
«example, I, whom you call your L.ord and 
<« maſter, will myſelf now condeſcend to be your 
<« ſervant, and waſh your feet ;” no doubt the 
reſt of them would have objected to it, as well as 
Peter, and would have urged their readineſs to 
obey the precept, without ſo extraordinary an 
example. Thus the proceedings of divine wiſ- 


dom may often be founded on reaſons, which, we 


not only do not apprehend, but which, were we 
previouſly acquainted” with them, would rather 
increaſe than remove our difficulties, | though i in 
the event they appear, even to ouiſelves, alto- 
gether worthy of God: The words of the text, 
therefore, may with equal propriety be applied 


to the providence of God in general, as to this 
particular inſtance. And the principal comfort 


we have, under all that darkneſs and ignorance 
in which we are at preſent involved, is this, that 
the moſt painful and Werds diſpenſations 

are 


0.38.) 


are at the Airs aon of our divine Lord and 1 
5 „ matter, and that he will hereafter explain to us K 
the wiſdom and- goodneſs of thoſe things that 

were moſt diſtreſſing, and at which we were 
48 ready to be ſurpriſed. 
Our ignorance with reſpect to the proceedings l 
Rug the divine providence, appears in theſe two " 
things We know not what events lie before us 1 
. we know fot, in many inſtances, why WW f 
God deals with us in the manner he does. q 
We know not what events lie before us 
what is in the womb of providence coming forth : 
upon us. We know not, what a day or an t 

„ hour may bring forth :*(g) And common as 
this obſervation is, its importance is ſuch, it t 
cannot be too frequently preſented to us, or too « 
much inculcated upon us. The times and : 
* ſeaſons God has put into his own power.“ (H) 1 
They are not only out of our power, but out of i | 
our view. 0 
That boaſted foreſight, therefore, which your 2 
men of ſagacity pretend to, and that forecaſt too, x 
which is founded upon it, ſo far as it can be de- n 
pended upon, or is a duty or advantage to us, \ 
[ is little more than a prognoſtic of probable diſ- 
iq appointment in the moſt prudent ſchemes, and ? 
(| | providing for them. We talk indeed of to- \ 
| morrow, but * we know not what ſhall be on | 
. & the morrow. (i) All our deſigns, therefore, 
| as to future life, ſhould be formed upon an ap- \ 


bi prehenſion of that uncertainty to which they are 


iz) Prov. xxvii. 1, (hb) AQs i. 7. (i) Jam. iv. 14. 
| liable. 


| L. e 
liable. And as we are thus ignorant of what 
lies before us, ſo we are greatly at a loſs, in 
many inſtances, to account for it, why mY thould 
deal with us as he does. 3 
I ſay, in many inſtances: For it muſt be 
taken with this limitation. The general deſign 
of God, in all his proceedings, is indeed manifeſt 
enough, viz. the happineſs of his creatures upon 
the whole earth; and in many particular in- 
ſtances, the more immediate deſign of God 
therein may be eaſily underſtood. We may 
ſafely conclude, that extraordinary and merciful 
appearances of divine providence, are deſigned 


to awaken and improve our gratitude, and in- 


creaſe our uſefulneſs in life: We are aſſured that 
the corrections of our heavenly father are ** for 
« our profit,” () to take away fin, and that the 
trial of our faith may purify it. But notwith- 


ſtanding this general truth, God is pleaſed ſome- 


times to take ſuch methods, in his proceedings 
with us, that, to our view. and as far as things 
appear to us, ſeem rather tokens of his diſ- 
pleaſure, contrary to all deſign of good ; and 
when he is correcting our ſins, he ſeems taking 
vengeance upon us. If we ſee the end to be 
good, we do not apprehend the wiſdom or ſuita- 


bleneſs of the means, and can ill account for it, 


why the circumſtances of our trials are ordered 
as they are; and if we acknowledge that they 
are ordered by the wiſdom of God, this is the 
very thing that perplexes us, when we cannot 


(4) Heb. xii. 10, | 
| Joe 


| 7 49 1 
ſee the wiſdom or reaſonableneſs of . Nay. 
many times, the very means by which the 15 
deſireable eventschave been brought about, 'a | ap- 
peared to us moſt adverſe and « contrary to any 
ſuch end; and though we at length ſee the goatd- 
neſs of God manifeſted; we can never fully act 
count for it why he works by ſuch meaffs. * 
multitude of inſtances mizhr be brought froth 
the ſacred oracles to illuſtrate this obſervation: . 
I will ſelect a few of them. | 

For inſtance, firſt turn your thoughts to that 


rand 4 


awful event which brought ſin and "miſery! into : 
this part of the creation of God: 54 mean the ; 
tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents. ; 

It is true, their ſin was voluntary, and a an | 
abuſe of their natural freedom : But though this ; 


clears the divine perfections, and removes from 
God all charge of being any way the author of : 
ſin ; yet ftill there is darkneſs hangs upon this K 
awful event. 

We muſt not pretend to ſay, that God could 
not have prevented the temptation, or affiſted 
the powers of innocent nature to reſiſt it, in per- 
fect conſiſtency with the ſtate of trial, and. the 
nature and liberty of man: But why 1 the great 
God thought proper to permit all that train of 
dreadful conſequences, that have ſollowed upon 
this apoſtacy, it is impoſſible for us to ſay. We 
know indeed, that by the rich diſcoveries of his 
grace in Jeſus Chriſt, he has brought great good 
out of this evil: But to ſay God could not 
equally diſplay the glory of his grace without 


the 


3 4 4¹ ) 
the fall of man Or that what we ſee of the 
fruits of that grace in the goſpel, is all the end 
anſwered by it, is going greatly beyond our 
depth. There muſt, therefore, in this caſe, be 
reaſons and views in the divine mind, to us im- 
penetrable, by which it appeared to infinite wiſ- 
dom proper, rather to permit what he foreſaw 
man would bring upon himſelf and poſterity by 
his own wilful fin, than to interpoſe and prevent 
it. rf iro „ Ty 

In therſame view we may take notice of that 
early conſequence of the fall, the death of Abel. 
« God: himſelf teſtified that he was righteous ; 
% and his works of righteouſneſs were the fruits 
&© of his faith; () now would it not appear to 
us, upon the view of ſuch a caſe, quite neceſſary 
to give all encouragement to one of the firſt, if 
not the very firſt, who publickly profeſſed his 
faith in the promiſed Mefſiah ? Should we not 
conclude, that the goodneſs, the truth, the juſtice 
of God, were concerned, to preſerve this his 
faithful ſervant from the hands of violence ? 


Should we not be ready to think that ſuch an 


untimely fall of ſo excellent a perſon, was a diſ- 
couragement to the ſervice of God—might lead 
men to caſt reflections upon the divine provi- 
dence—to diſtruſt his promiſe concerning the 
victories of the woman's ſeed—and ſeem to en- 
courage ſin and violence in its triumphs over 
goodneſs ? | 
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The ſame reaſoning is applicable to many 
other inſtances, in which it appears, that the 
moſt eminent of the ſervants of God have been 


oppreſſed, and fallen a ſacrifice to the wicked- 


neſs of men, yea, that good men have in fact 
been diſcouraged hereby - that violent men have 
triumphed in their oppoſition, and taken occaſion 
from thence to blaſpheme the name, the pro- 
miſes, the ways, and the people of God. 

When Abraham was called from his native 


country, he had the promiſe that his family 


ſhould be multiplied, that his poſterity ſhould 
poſſeſs the land of Canaan, and“ all the nations 
* of the earth be bleſſed in his ſeed.“ (m) But 
how myſterious the ways in which theſe pro- 
miſes were fulfilled! The promiſe is limited to 
one ſon—and he not given till both the parents 
are in the decline of life: Iſaac, the heir of theſe 
promiſes, when grown to maturity, is ordered to 
be ſacrificed, and that by his father's own hands; 
this order was not indeed carried into actual ex- 
ecution, and was given only to try his faith and 
obedience; but is it not a very myſterious me- 
thod of trial? We doubt not God had reaſons 
for it, altogether worthy of himſelf that he had 
an undoubted right to do it and this is almoft 
all that we can ſay at preſent. 


This promiſed ſeed increaſes very ſlow; Iſaac 


has only two ſons, while the other deſcendents 


of Abraham multiply amazingly, and become 
many nations ſoon : Of theſe two ſons, the 


() Gen. xxii. 16, &c. 
youngeſt 


„„ 

/ youngeſt is choſen for the heir of the promiſes, 
9 and Jacob obtains the bleſſing by unlawful 
6 means. It was juſt in God to entail the bleſſing 
by on which he pleaſed - but it was vile in Jacob to 
t obtain it of his father by falſehood and deceit; 
yet the all-wiſe God brought about his own gra- 
cious deſigns by this means. Jacob, now the 
heir of the promiſes, is yet baniſhed from his fa- 
ther's houſe, lives twenty years in exile, and ſer- 
vitude in a foreign land, while Eſau, the pro- 
fane deſpiſer of the bleſſing, preſently became a 
mighty prince; the patriarch's family indeed in- 
creaſes, but he has ſorrow in them all; and when 
God deſigns to carry him into Egypt, for ſup- 
port, during a dreadful famine, the method in 
hich he chooſes to do it, is, by an awful bereav- 
ing him of his beloved ſon, and leading that ſon 
hrough a long ſeries of diſtreſſing affliction. All 
hings were indeed working together for good, 
bur God choſe to do it in a way that ſeemed, 
or a long while, to turn up nothing but evil. 
e engaged to ſettle the children of Iſrael in the 
and of Canaan; but he firſt places them in 
gypt, in circumſtances, in which, to all human 
ppearance, it was impoſſible they ſhould ever 
btain the promiſed land; and, after all, it was 
Dur hundred years from the firſt promiſe before 
ey were put in poſſeſſion of it, while the other 
ranches of the patriarchal family had been long 
| ttled into populous and powerful nations. 
the Again, Deep and myſterious are the divine 

PPonſels in the methods of redemption. We 
geſt Ennot, for inſtance, underſtand why the bleſſed 
1 8 God 
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here and there a family that preſerved the know. 
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worſhip of God, were almoſt intirely confined 


( 44 ) 
God ſhould ſuffer the long period of four thou- 
ſand years to intervene after the -promiſe of the 
Meſſiah, before he appeared in the world. We 
believe indeed it was © the fulneſs of time,” () 
and can diſcover many circumſtanees of the.pro- 
priety, in the ſtate of the world at his appearance: 
But then we know too, that for ſome thouſands 
of years after this promiſe of a' redeemer, the 
world was almoſt entirely loſt in ignorance, and 
over-run with idolatry and wickedneſs: only 


ledge and worſhip of the true God, and that in a 
very imperfect manner. We know that after 
the church of God was formed, it was for ages 
trained up under the bondage of carnal ordi- 
nances, types and ſhadows of good things to 
come. All the nations of the earth were to be 
bleſſed in Chriſt, yet in all that long interval be- 
fore his coming, the word of promiſe, and the 


to one nation, the deſcendents of Abraham. We 
doubt not theſe things were wiſely ordered, but 
muſt not pretend to aſſign the reaſons upon 
which the divine wiſdom proceeded herein. It 
is a deep, and perhaps, will be an everlaſting 
myſtery, why the eternal God choſe his own'fo 
for the ſuffering ſaviour. | „„ 
Can we ſay, that he could not in any othe! 
way | have glorified himſelf, ' diſcovered the evi 
of ſin, _ his love to ſinners? - We believe 
< jt became him,” was every "_ —— 


SEE 2 0 Gal. iv. PR, . | 
God 


( 
God, © to make” his own ſon © the captain of 
« ſalvation,” and to make him * perfect through 
„ ſufferings.” (0) We ee, in many reſpects, the 
wiſdom, as well as the grace of God, has abound- 
ed towards us herein: Yet after all “great is 
the myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the 
5+ elk. "? The angels Jook into theſe 
things: () Vet ſee but a little way into n : 
that paſſes all underſtanding. 

Nor ought we to paſs over here the manner 
in which the goſpel was propagated in the 
world, in which the proceedings of infinite 
wiſdom were quite the reverſe from what human 
prudence would have dictated. 


The Apoſtles of Chriſt were poor, and un- 
learned men: They were Jews a nation at that 
time in the laſt ſtage of degeneracy, and con- 
tempt too; and, ** what were theſe feeble Jews to 
« do ?*(r) Why, they were to ſpread the know- 
ledge of God, and the faith, of Jeſus, and eſta- 

bliſh his kingdom, through all the nations of 
the earth. And what method were they to take 
to accompliſh this end? Why, they were to 
publiſh, wherever they came, that Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, who was crucified at Jeruſalem, was, after 
three days raiſed from the dead, and now aſ- 
cended into heaven, and that this Jeſus is the 
Son of God, the Lord, and only ſaviour of men. 
They were therefore to require all men to ſeek 
ſalvation by him, and ſubmit to his authority in 
(e) Heb. ii. 10. (9) 1 Tim. iii. 16. (7) 1 Pet. i. 12. 
e i, Neh. iv. 2. | 
the 
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666 
the doctrines, ordinances, and precepts, they 
delivered in his name; having nothing to ſup- 
port this claim, but the evidence of truth, and 
the arguments taken from the future ſtate. Now, 
was there any human probability of ſucceſs in 
ſuch a ſcheme as this? 


That men who were diſowned and perſecuted 
by their own nation, and charged with falſchood 
and impoſture—who had no friends,nor riches to 
procure any—no intereſt in courts, with great 
men, with philoſophers, or prieſts, but had all 
theſe to contend with—whoſe doctrine was direct- 
ly contrary to all the prejudices and vices of the 
world, to many of their moſt admired virtues, 
and deſtructive to the religion that every where 
prevailed, ſhould yet ſubdue the world to the 
faith and obedience of their crucified maſter ! In 
the event indeed, much of the wiſdom of God 
appears in the contrivance; but it was ſo con- 
trary to all human. probability, thac the world 
laughed at it as fooliſhneſs.”(s) 

Once more, we may take notice of the diſ- 
penſations of divine providence towards the 
chriſtian church, ſince it has been eſtabliſhed in 
the world, as in many reſpects to us unſearchable. 

We ſhould be ready to think, that when Chriſt 


was glorified, his kingdom would have met 


with nothing but proſperity and ſucceſs in the 
world; we find it otherwiſe. We find this 
cauſe, for which Chriſt became incarnate, ſuf- 
tered and died, which had been the ſubject of 


(-) 1 Cor i. 18, 21. 


ſo 


(i 2 

ſo many prophecies, and of which ſuch glorious 
things are foretold, has always been in a ſuffering 
ſtate, Perſecution attended it in its infancy, as 
it did Chriſt himſelf : Many of its firſt and prin- 
cipal miniſters were early put to death: Its 
young converts were expoſed to the ſame ſuffer- 
ings as ſoon as they received the chriſtian name, 
and were called out, in ten leng perſecutions, 
for more than two hundred years, to ſow the 
ſeed of the riſing church with their blood: But 
this was not all; the chriſtian church was ſcarce- 
ly formed upon its divine inſtitution, when falſe 
Apoſtles crept in unawares, corrupted the faith, 
divided the practice, and the hearts of chriſtians 
from each other. Thus “the man of. ſin”(z) 
_ early appeared, and at length, the greateſt part 
of the world was overſpread with anti-chriſtian 
principles, inſtead of the goſpel ; heathen pow- 
ers revived, and laid waſte many chriſtian coun- 
tries; and a vile, but moſt ſucceſsful impoſtor, 
rooted out the chriſtian name from many places, 
where the moſt flouriſhing churches had been 
planted ; and to this very day the pure religion 
of Jeſus is confined to very narrow bounds. 

Theſe are myſteries in the divine government. 
We have indeed ſufficient ground of aſſurance, 
that all theſe things are directed with conſum- 
mate wiſdom, to anſwer the gracious deſigns, 
and fulfil the promiſe of God, in the appointed 
time; yet at preſent we cannot poſſibly lee their 
ſubſerviency to that end. We firmly believe 


(2) 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. 
that 
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„ 
that << righteouſneſs and truth always 80 before 
« his face ;” yet we find in this, and many other 


particulars, chat clouds and darkneſs are er 


about his throne.”(#) 
Should any imagine, that an objection may be 


formed from hence, againſt the ſcriptures as 4 


revelation from God, it may be ſufficient to an- 
ſwer, that were we to ſet aſide theſe inſtances 
from the ſacred volume, the matter of fact ſtill 
remains the ſame, confirmed by every day's ex- 
perience, and neceſſarily ariſes from the nature 
of God and man. Admit that God governs the 
world, and the conſequenee immediately follows, 
that it is impoſſible for us to know all the rea- 
ſons of his proceedings: Let this therefore ſatisfy 
your minds, for the preſent, till we have oppor- 
tunity of illuſtrating this thought more at large. 

In the mean time, may you entertain that re- 
verence for God, and that modeſt ſenſe of your 
limits, as creatures, that may prepare you to re- 
ſume the meditation with greater advantage! 


— 


(2) pſalm xcvii. 2. 
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| DENCE TO BE EXPLAINED | HERE= 
Ark. 


Preached Jan. 27th, 1771. 
Jon x. 7. 


Jesus ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT 
I po THOU KNOWEST NOT NOW, BUT THOU 
SHALT KNOW HEREAFTER. 


tas the cloſe of the preceding diſcourſe it was 
obſerved, that if we admit that God governs 


the world; it will neceſſarily follow, that it is 


impoſſible for us to know all the reaſons of his 
proceedings. 


While God is infinite, and we are finite— 


while he is wiſe, and we are ignorant—while he . 


is omniſcient, and we are ſhort · ſighted - the rea- 
ſons of his diſpenſations muſt be frequently out 
of our reach: This I ſay is a neceſſary conſe- 
quence of the infinite perfection of the divine 
nature. Can't thou by ſearching find out 


„God? Can'ſt thou — out the Almighty to 
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(42 
40 Peirce () That being who has an eter 


nal and neceſſary exiſtence, and therefore, muſt 


poſſeſs abſolute perfection, certainly cannot be 
meaſured by the limited minds of his creatures, 
and they are as little able to determine what ſuch 
a being can do, or what is fit for him to do, as 
they are to comprehend the manner of his exiſt- 
ence. This is applicable to all created beings : 


For though creatures of larger capacities may 


know more of God and his ways than we at 


preſent do, and there may be for ever an increaſ- 
ing nearneſs to God, in the bleſſed inhabitants 


of heaven, as God is pleaſed to diſcover himſelf 
to them; yet after the higheſt poſſible advances 
of a creature towards what is divine, there is ſtill 
a  Hegitadpels in the very..nature of a created be- 
g, by which it falls infinitely. ſhort, of - the un- 
Edi and independent God, Muſt it not then 
be ſuppoſed, that there are depths of counſel and 
deſign, of reaſons and views, in the ways and 
proceedings of God, that are ene ref by 
our line ? gSiditogmn! 
And as the divine 1 nature is unſearchable, ſo 


the extent of his government, reaches far be- 
yond our view. We act in à very narrow 


ſphere, and ſo do all creatures, in compariſon of 


the comprehenſive government of God. He 
may indeed promote ſome of his creatures to a 
very extenſive charge, who may be able to take 


into their view many worlds, and may be em- 
eres in various and diſtant parts of the divine 


(a) Job. . 


ions 5 


1 

dominions ; ; yet the operations of an t 

ment, and the obſervations of the higheſt crea- 
ture, muſt be very confined, in compariſon of 
the univerſal agency and Fer deer of God, 
over all his works. I 

God has a vaſt dominion, and we Fo wrong, 
and fall into many hurtful. miſtakes, when we 
conceive of the divine diſpenſations by their ef- 
fects upon us, or our world alone. God has a 
univerſe. under his care, and his government con- 


cerns itſelf, not only with e every individual, but 


with the whole as connected together: The 


moſt minute events have a reference to the ge- 
neral plan,: and the good of the whole. It. muſt 
therefore neceſſarily be, that, as we ſe but few, 
very few, of the objects and intereſts that fall 
under his care, we can know but little of. the 
plan upon which he proceeds can enter r_ but 6 
little into the com plicated reaſons of F mahy, of his 
diſpenſations — can ſcarcely gueſs at the deſigns 
carrying on, and form, a poar judgment of the 
wiſdom of what he is doing. This muſt be the 
neceſſary conſequence of his extenſibe  governy 
ment, was It poſſible to connect ſuch a overn- 


ment with an underſtanding, not ſuperior” to 
k 1 


- OUT Own. 


Bur, his ub ROT AT is 1 60 He 
has one intire view of his own creation, com- 
prehending every creature, and every circum- 
ſtance in it: He takes in all times in one view, 
and has them ever preſent to his infinite mind: 


(5) Pſalm cxlvii. 8 | 3 
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( 50 ) 


* perfection ?”(a) That being who has an eter- 
nal and neceſſary exiſtence, and therefore, muſt 


poſſeſs abſolute perfection, certainly cannot be 
meaſured by the limited minds of his creatures, 
and they are as little able to determine what ſuch 


a being can do, or what is fit for him to do, as 


they : are to comprehend the manner of his exiſt- 
ence. This is applicable to all created beings : 


For though creatures of larger capacities may 
know more of God and his ways than we at 


preſent do, and there may be for ever an increaſ- 
ing nearneſs to God, in the bleſſed inhabitants 
of heaven, as God is pleaſed to diſcover himſelf 
to them; yet after the higheſt poſſible advances 
of a creature towards what is divine, there is ſtill 
a limitedneſs in the very nature of a created be- 
ing, by which it falls infinitely ſhort of the un- 
created and independent God. Muſt it not then 
be ſuppoſed, that there are depths of counſel and 


deſign, of reaſons and views, in the ways and 


proceedings of God, that are nene oy 

our line ? 0g. 
And as the divine nature is 8 FR 

the extent of his government, reaches, far be- 


yond our view. We act in a very narrow 


ſphere, and ſo do all creatures, in compariſon of 


the comprehenſive government of God. He 
may indeed promote ſome of his creatures to a 
very extenſive charge, who may be able to take 


into their view many worlds, and may be em- 


ployed in various and diſtant parts of the divine 


(4) Job. xi. 7. 8 
dominions; 


W _ 


L 


3 


1 ot} 

dominions ; yet the operations of an inſtruc 
ment, and the obſervations of the higheſt crea- 
ture, muſt be very confined, in compariſon of 
the univerſal agency and providers of God, 
over all his works, 2 

God has a vaſt dominion, and we 7 * wrong, 
and fall into many hurtful. miſtakes, when we 
conceive of the divine diſpenſations; by. their ef- 
fects upon, us, or our world alone. God has a 
univerſe. under his care, and his government con- 
cerns itſelf, not only with e every individual, but 
with the whole as connected together: 7 The 
moſt minute events have a reference to the ge- 
neral plan, and the good of the whole. It muſt 
therefore neceſſarily be, that, as we ſee but few, 
very few, of the objects and intereſts that b fall 
under his care, we can know but little of, the 
plan upon which he Pproceeds—can, enter. Por | 
little into the complicated reaſons of many, ot his 
diſpenſations — can ſcarcely gueſs at the deſigns 
carrying on, and form a poor judgment of the 


wiſdom of what he is doing. This muſt be the 
neceſſary conſequence of his extenſive governs 


ment, was it poſſible to connect ſuch a govern- 
ment with an underſtanding,” not ſuperior to 
our own. nh 

But, his ol NH is 1 0) He 


has one intire view of his own creation, com- 


prehending every creature, and every circum- 
ſtance in it: He takes in all times in one view, 
and has them ever preſent to his infinite mind: 


(5) Pſalm exlvii. L | 3 
H 2 | — ay 
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| 6 352) 
He · ſees cherefore the connection of every event, : 
with all its future and remoteſt conſequences. - 


How then is it poſſible for us to underſtand | 
all the reaſons he may have for proceedings chat 
bring preſent pain and difireſs-upon us? For, 
beſides all that we ſee, he has a perfect intuition 
into the nature and circumſtanees of all that will 
be affected by us, now and hereafter, and there- 
fore forms his conduct upon this view of all 
creatures, and all times. That is the reaſon why 
* his judgments are unſearchable, and his ways 
* paſt finding out.“ (c) Though we may add 

That God does ſometimes purpoſely conceal 
the reaſons of his proceedings from his creatures. 


It js not for you,” ſays our Lord to his in- 
quiſitive diſciples, to know the times or the 
* ſeaſons, which the father hath pur in his 


* O pow-er: ”(d) It is not proper for you, 


* not for your good—none of your right,” — 
«© He gives no account of his matters to any of 
* his ſervants 3*(e) 1. e. he has no need to do it 


Ehe is under no obligation to it: So that when 


he does condeſcend to explain any of his 0 to 


us, it is of mere ſovereign grace, - mad. 


Not Gabriel aſks the reaſon why, 
Nor God the reaſon gives; 


Nor dares the favourite angel pry 


en the folded leaves. 
Wars, 


Ii is his rogarive 400 his glory, to rule with- 
out account. If earthly governors, and thoſe ſo 


| c) Rom. xi. 33. | (4) Acts i. 7. (e) Job xxxiii. 13. 
N | low 


— 


n 
ou as parents and ' maſters, think they have a 
right to direct their dependents, without being 
obliged to give the reaſons for what they do; is 


not this much more the right of God, who is the 


abſolute Lord of all? And beſides this, there is 
a glory that belongs to the divine government. 
It belongs to him alone to rule the world, be- 
cauſe he alone is equal to it; and this muſt be 
known and acknowledged to the glory of God, 
that there are reaſons and views in the divine 
government, which no creature can fathom, 
which therefore muſt, and may ſafely be left to 
him, without account. This equally affects 
every creature, in the higheſt ſtate of perfection 
to which a finite being can attain: But for us, 


our ability of judging concerning the ways of 


God, is, in many reſpects, peculiarly defective. 
It is true, the human mind has a glorious diſ- 
tinction above any of the works of God on 
earth, in its intellectual powers: But in compa- 
riſon with angelic beings, we muſt ſurely lower 
that conceit of ourſelves we are too ready to in- 
dulge, and acknowledge, that it is not for us 
who have fo many orders of being above 


us, to W of ding! into _ the deep counſels 
* God. 


What do we know of the real ſtate of the 
world about us ? only what our eyes and our 
ears tell us. We judge of things by their ap- 
pearance: We ſee hardly any thing as it is. The 
ſurface is our object, the internal nature, and 
influence of things, we know little or nothing of. 


The 


e 

The moſt familiar object, in this reſpect, puzzles 

and confounds us: How much more the heart 

of man— the thoughts and deſigns. of many 
men — and the effect of their deſigns! And if 

a ſingle object is too large a whole for our view, 
what ſhall we do with. families—with nations 
What can we know of the complicated. circum- Ml o 
ſtances and intereſts of many nations! We can- t 
not look a moment. into futurity do not know 

what will be the firſt conſequence. of any, one te 


event. b | | p 
And indeed hay 4 we call our 8 is, t 
a great deal of it, little more than prejudice. 


Such notions. and erden om of things as we 
have taken in from infancy, by education, by 
cuſtom, from the falſe maxims and depraved 
notions of the world: For there is certainly a 
moral prejudice, and depravity of mind, that 
moſt of all perverts our judgment concerning 
| God, and his ways. The ' irregularity. of our 
_ appetites, paſſions, and affections, brings a thou- 
ſand diſorders into our minds: They have 
gained an undue aſcendency—command the un- 
derſtanding—preſent objects. to us in falſe. co- 
lours and dictate our judgment concerning 
them. How is it poſlible, therefore, but that 
the ways of God, the proceedings of a being of 
perfect knowledge and wiſdom, in the manage- 
ment of the univerſe, formed upon a view of all 
things and times, as they really are and will be, 
| ould be unſearchable to ſuch minds as ours 
minds 


OSS 


We 


Ke 


(8 55 5 3 
minds ſo much under che co controul er ta bew. 
ons, and our ſenſes ! 1 e 

Yet, © vain man would fain be wiſe, though 
e born like the wild aſſes colt, (F) yet he 
« would be wiſe,” not eager in the purſuit of 
knowledge, but, proud of his wiſdom. This pride 
of the underſtanding was, perhaps, the firſt ſin 
that poſſeſſed the human mind. TS ſhall be as 
BY gods, to know good and evil,”(g) was the 
temptation that prevailed with the happy pair in 
paradiſe, to their fin and ruin: It is no wonder, 
therefore, it ſhould have been peculiarly predo- 
minant in their poſterity, ever ſince, and be the 
laſt and hardeſt fin to ſubdue in renewed minds. 

We haye indeed a cuſtomary way of confeſſing ing 
our ignorance: „But, at the ſame time, we think 
ourſelves wiſe, and - have the higheſt conceit of 
our wiſdom, there too where we are moſt of all 
deficient, viz. in judging of the equity or wiſ- 
dom of the divine proceedings. This fooliſh 
preſumption is the very thing that leads us into 
farther error: F or though we this moment con- 
feſs our ignorance, yet, the very next, if any 


thing turns up difagreeable or unaccountable, 


we call God to our bar, and paſs our ſentence 
upon his proceeding, as though | it was ſome- 
thing ſtrange, that ought to be accounted for. 
The firſt and moſt obvious reaſon, viz. that we 
are ſinners, does not ſatisfy us; we muſt have 
ſome peculiar reafon why we are diſtinguiſhed 
from others by affliction, and we conceit that we 


(0) Job. xi. 12. © (g) Gen. iii, $5 


have 


l 
have both a right and capacity to judge of this. 
We follow this ignis fatuus of our own pride, 
till we bewilder. and perplex ourſelves, beyond 
patience—plunge deep into the abyſs of provi- 
_ dence, and are loſt. Our own ſin corrects us, 
and inſtead of unravelling the myſteries of pro- 
vidence, we only wrap ourſelves up in clouds of 
our own forming. Nor is it to be wondered at, 
that God ſhould ſometimes directly chaſtiſe this 
arrogance, by adding to the myſteriouſneſs of 
his providences, till“ we walk in darkneſs, and, 
& ſee no light.” (5) This ſometimes brings us 
to our right mind, learns us to depend intirely 
on the divine wiſdom and care, and wait for the 
light of heaven to explain what is now inexpli- 
cable. What I do thou knoweſt not now, 
<« but thou ſhalt know hereafter.” « Hereafter®-- 
We may expect it, as one of the bleſſings of the 
heavenly ſtate, that what is now painful and 
myſterious, will be then explained to our fatif- 
faction and joy: But we muſt wait till then, It 
is not to be expected, that a child, in a courſe of 
education, ſhould fully enter into the reaſon and 
uſe of all that diſcipline he goes through, and 
though, in general, the neceſſity and importance 
of it, may be frequently repreſented to him, he 
will never thoroughly underſtand it, till he ſees 
the advantage of it in future life : Thus it is 
with us. The diſpenſations of providenee that 
moſt pain and perplex us now, have a reference 
to the world to come, and iſſue in that, and 


(5) Iſa. I. 10. © 
therefore 


ſhall declare the r 
equity, wiſdom and ggodneſs, of all his ways to- 


( 57 ) 
therefore till we ſee how all things wind up, we 
have but a partial view of their connection, and 
diſcern but little of theit beauty and uſe. But 
the day is coming thatthall explain it all, “ the 
day of revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God.“ (i) There muſt be ſuch a day, for the 
vindication of the divine providence, as well as 
to adjudge the characters and final ſtates of men: 


For indeed the diſpenſations of providence muſt 
be brought into view, in order to determine the 
characters of men, which depends upon their 


behaviour in the circumſtances in which the 
Lord of all has placed them: Here then will be 


a grand, and a minute review, of the whole 
ſcheme af providential government! 


And; upon the whole, both heaven and earth 
righteoulneſs of God the 


wards the children of men. And then, chriſtians, 


you will not only fee. things in a new light, but 
with other eyes; you will then be able to bear the 
glorious diſcovery, which at preſent would be al- 
together improper for you, and overwhelm you. 
We cannot in this reſpect, conceive at preſent, 
what we ſhall be. Our powers will be enlarged, and 
our preſent weakneſſes overcome; the ſinful diſ- 


orders of our minds, the unruly paſſions, ſenſual 


appetites, and vicious inclinans, which ſo 
often miſlead and impoſe upon us, will be cured; 
the prejudices that ariſe from preſent connections, 
the intereſts of time, the influence of ſenſe, or 


(i) Rom. 5. 5. | 
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( 58 ) 
our partial views of things, the prejudices of 
education or cuſtom will then vaniſh at once: 
And as not our own, ſo neither will the paſſions 
or prejudices of others, then blind our minds, 

and deceive us, as they often do at preſent; ra- 
ther, the ſociety of heaven will enlarge our 
views, refine our ſentiments, improve our intel- 
lectual powers, teach us a better way of think- 
ing, and make a thouſand delightful diſcoveries 
to us. Thoſe benevolent miniſtring ſpirits, who 
now attend us as the inſtruments of providence, 
then our aſſociates in the joys and ſervices of 
heaven, will have many pleaſing hiſtories to re- 
late of the events of time, and of their ſervices 
for us: This will throw new light on the ſchemes 
of providence, open our eyes to many of our e 
preſent errors, and the cauſes of them, and give 
us occaſion to admire the conduct of divine * 
dom, and love towards us. f 


You will then alſo, Ats ſtand upen 
higher ground, have a larger proſpect of the di- 
vine works. The paſt period of mortality will ap- 
pear to view in its connection. It is experience 
that makes us wiſe. We always beſt under- Ws: 

ſtand what is paſt, and frequently ſee reaſon, 
| jour a review, to ſay, It was good for us that Mei 
We were afflicted:“ () When, therefore, you 
come to look over, by the light of heaven, the 
finiſhed plan of providence, and ſee it all filled rc 
up and executed, how will it raiſe your admira- 
tion, and improve your joy! you will: have no- WV! 


(4). Pſalm cx1x. 71. | | 


( 59 ) 5 
thing to gueſs at, nothing to fear: The uncer- 
tainties, the ſurmiſes, the conjectures, the alarms 
of mortality, about future conſequences, will be 
over. You will enjoy the bliſsful event to 
which all was directed, and then beſt underſtand 
how all worked together for good: You may 
therefore expect the myſtery of providence will 
be unfolded hereafter, when you are able to bear 
Git. And to this you may add, TOT AF 
We have a promiſe for it. I do not here in- 
fiſt upon that in the text; though it might, I 
think, be ſafely thus applied, and ſuch a conclu- 
ſion be juſtly drawn from it; — there can, how- 
ver, be no doubt but that this is included at 
Weaſt, in that perfection of knowledge St. Paul 
aſcribes to the heavenly ſtate. At preſent «we 
* know in part, and we prophecy in part, but, 
when that which is perfect is come, then that 
F< which is in part ſhall be done away: For now, 


on 

on ve ſee through a glaſs, darkly, but then face 
ap- © to face, now we know in part, but then ſhall 
nce ve know even as we are known.“ (J) If St. Paul 


s ſuppoſed here to intend God himſelf, for the 
ſon, ¶ bject of this perfect knowledge, it muſt be un- 
that Nerſtood of God revealed inChriſt, (for the divine 


ſſence cannot be the object of obſervation) God 
vealed in the works of redemption, and in the 
Proceedings of his providence, which are under 
De direction of Chriſt, for the ſalvation of men. 
When therefore you ſee Jeſus face to face, when 


J) 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 10. 12. 
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And this, chriſtians, you may depend; upon! 


of faith. What you know not now, you ſhall 
| know hereafter,. not only to your wanted : 


vaxious topicks, to confirm this pleafing e expec. 


leaft underſtand the  defign of theſe events 72 


1 


throne, are diſſipated, all the intricacies of his 
providence will be explained, and e to be 


It is not probable conjecture, but the aſſuranee 


. 
£82 
N 
8 
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but to your exceeding joy. To ſee God, is to 
enjoy him. The joys of heaven are pure intel- 
lectual joys. When therefore you behold, in 
the light of his preſence, all that glory of the di- 
vine perfections, that will ſhine forth in the ad: 
miniſtration ef his providence towards you, on 
earth, it will greatly contribute to your le 
delight and bleſſedneſs in him. 


Many other arguments might be formed, from 


tation; but I muſt wave them now, and pro- 
coed to the application of the ſubject. | 


Enough I think has been ſaid, to raiſe our 
eſteem and veneration of the divine en 
n ; 
It is not you. foo any irregularity i in | his pro 
ceedings that makes them myſterious to us, but 
on the contrary, becauſe they are directed by 
knowledge and wiſdom that is quite out of out 
reach, and it is that wiſdom we adore, when we 


That veneration therefore we owe to the off 
vine government, is not that diſgraceful thin 
„ 44 > ol > * . * 4 al ; : 5 8 - 3 * 3 * 

3 5 A. my 


(+ * 


( 6x ) ; 
men .call. ignorant aftoniſhment ;/ or at leaſt, 
here it is not diſgraceful: it is, on the contrary, 
au argument of ipod” and ſypetion under. 
| For the more juſt dur Böchess ate of God 4a 
ourſelyes, of our preſent and future ſtate, the 

more profoundly ſhall we venerate and adore the 
wiſdom that governs. all things, and which we 
cannot comprehend. O the depth of the 
« riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
« God! how unſearchable are his judgments, 
« and his ways. paſt finding out 'C) 


But muſt we fatisfy ourſelves with this ? Does 
the ſubject eäll for nothing more from us, than 
to entertain venerable thoughts of the divine 
government? Does it not alſo fairly conclude, 
that there is nothing more becoming i in us; no- 
thing better for us, than to ſurrender ourſelves 
into his hands, and leave him to take what 
courſe he thinks proper with us? 


This we all indeed profeſs to do; but then it 
ſeems commonly with this ,Proviſo, that he 
ſhould do nothing, concerning us, but what we 
can underſtand, and ſee the fitneſs of; becauſe 
when it is otherwiſe, we complain as though it 
was ſtrange, that God ſhould deal thus with us. 
—This would be for God to be directed by our 

underſtanding, inſtead of our ſubmitting to his 
wiſdom. And | is this fit ? Is it fit tha: God 
ſhould have the care of us, and be engaged to do 
us good, and yer not be — bis own in- 


(n) Rom. xi, 33. 
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| 0 62 I 
finite wiidom; but take our advice therein, and 
conſult our humour? Is it not much: more fit; 
in every view, that we ſhould reſign and ſubmit 
ourſelves to him? This is certainly moſt be- 
coming in us, and beſt for us too. It is what 
God will claim as his right. If he has the care of 
us, (and certainly we would not wiſh he ſhould 
reſign his care) it is his right to direct his care, 
by his own counſels, and not ours. And ſure, 
Jam, it is beft 1 for us. For, ſince we ſee nothing 
before us, it is better to be led through this 
darkneſs, by an infinitely wiſe and omniſcient 
being, who has all things under his view, than 


o be left alone, or amidſt an erring multitude, 


of whom there is not one who knows, where his 
next ſtep will terminate, Rut God is light, in 
& him is no darkneſs at all; (A) perfect know- 


ledge, and perfect love. And may we not be 


ſatisfied with this, not only that ſuch a being has 
the direction of all that concerns us, but that he 
has engaged himſelf, < that all things ſhall work 
40 together for good 59% If he tells us that, 


though we cannot underſtand all the reaſons of 
his conduct, he will anſwer for it, that good ſhall 


come by all that he is doing nothing but what 


he knows will be beſt—and that he will make 
it appear ſo to us hereafter : ſurely this is enough 
not merely to ſatisfy us, but to make us chank- 


ful and joyful _.--; 
Eſpecially, when you conſider, chriſtians, that 
this all-wiſe 0 Sracious being Wen to 


call 


7 S . 


0 


call himſelf your father. It is true all things 
are under the direction of 2 ſovereign power 


above you, the very idea of which is awful. 


| You cannot. ſee the ſecret ſprings and wheels 


by which things are guided, and this, you ſay, 


naturally creates anxiety and fear. What! when 
the ſupreme director is your. heavenly father? 
The relation itſelf implies care and love, on his 


part, ſubmiſſion and confidence, in his children. 
And, to improve this confidence, and increaſe 


your conſolation thereby, God has committed 


theſe your preſent, as well as your eternal inte- 
reſts, to the care of his ſon, your friend and re- 


deemer. If this will not perſuade your hearts 
to confidence, if this will not inſpire you with 


Joy, I know of nothing that can. You fre- 


quently adopt the language of St. Paul with 


pleaſure, * I know whom I have believed, and 
« I am perſuaded, that he is able to keep that 
« which I have committed unto him, againſt 
* that day: () And can you not truſt your 
preſent intereſts, in the ſame hands to which you 
have committed your immortal 8 

If you cannot, it is your ſin, and ought great- 


ly to ſhame and grieve you.— Tour ſighs ac- 
knowledge this. 


Well may we ſigh fred; —that ſuch pride 
ſhould dwell with o much ignorance that we 
ſnould thus diſhonour God diſcredit the power, 
wiſdom, love, and faithfulneſs, of the great re- 
ene ee we ſhould ve ſo much more anxious 


01 Tin. x13; 


# +4 ( "IE | 


for 


t & 5 


for time than eternity--io ready to tredit every 


falſe alatm, and ſo hard d receive the conſola- 
tions of God — ſo forward t6 fit in judgment 
upon the ways of infinite wiſdom, and yet ſo 
blind to the moſt obvious delight of all his a". 
penfations. . 

If, chriſtians, you are really grlevec fot this= 
if you ſigh, not from diſcontent, but from the | 
conviction of your own fin and folly; it is well. | 
Such a conviction may be of important ſervice to 
you, if indulged, and allowed to have its due ef- 
fect upon your minds: You will then in good 
earneſt ſet yourſelves to correct theſe diſorders 
.of your minds, and readily receive any aſſiſtance 
therein. 


Attend then to the following directions with 
which 1 cloſe this diſcourſe, 1 


Firſt, when you fiad your minds perplexed 
with the myſteries of providence, | call your 
thoughts to an immediate attention to what is 
more plain and obvious. What is the plain de- 

ſign of God in ſuch afflictive providences? 


This you may eaſily underſtand by looking 
into his word, and examining the ſtate of your 
own minds. You cannot look far, before you 
| ſee, in very legible characters, how you ought 
to behave yourſelves towards God, under his 
corrections z what is your preſent duty, and to 
what advantage you may improve your afflic- 
tions. And if you are once in good earneſt 
taken up with theſe things, che myſtery of pro- 

vidence will not much diſturb you. Or, if you 


End 


(£0977) 
and this impracticable—if while you think at 
all of your preſent afflictions (and you can not but 


think of them while you feel them) what is 


moſt painful and N in them . be 
uppermoſt, then 


Secondly, refer Flat myſtery to the day of 
Wann 
Go with your complaint to God, tell him (as 


you freely may) all your difficulty, and thus en- 


ter your caſe as it were upon record in heaven, 


to de explained another day: Not forgetting to 
be thankful. you have a promiſe that it ſhall ; 


and fnlall be explained fo as to appear worthy of 

God, and therefore to your ſatisfaction and joy. 
But, if ſuch is the weakneſs of your faith, that 
you cannot enough realize this diſtant hope, and 
the preſent burden is too heavy upon you to at- 


tempt, what you think, ſo towering a flight, 


Then, Finally, think, (and ſurely you cannot 


refuſe to think) of the greater n of re- 
; demption. | 


I fay the greater myſteries of redemption : : 


For truly, after all, what is there to wonder at, in 
the conduct of providence towards us, except it 
be the excellency of the divine adminiſtration, 


which is indeed a juſt object of wonder, and 
the daily mercies we receive, which may indeed 
juſtly aſtoniſh us? Here, it is true, there is 
ſomething that wants to be accounted for: That 


creatures ſo very guilty, ſhould be the objects of 
God's conſtant and moſt indulgent care, and en- 
riched with an almoſt infinite variety of daily 


K bleſſings 
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bleſſings from his bounty! Yes, Sirs, there is 
really much more to wonder at, in every mercy. 
you receive, than in all the afflictions of your 
lives. There is no difficulty àt all to under» 


( 66-) 


ſtand that ſin is the cauſe of ſorrow—that ſin- 


ners ſhould be corrected by a holy God=the - 


queſtion is, why are they not deſtroyed ? 

It is true, you have learned to anſwer this 
queſtion from the goſpel of Jeſus : But you have 
learned there too, that there are . heights and 
« depths, lengths, and breadths,” in that reve- 
lation of divine love, that paſs all underſtand- 
* ing.”(q). Tour preſent mercies ate the leaſt 
fruits of that love. He . has given you his 
* ſon, and with him freely gives you all 


things. Ar) Here, is your redemption from 
hell ! To this you owe your life, your daily 


bread, and the hopes of eternal life. When 


therefore your minds are pained by the diſpenſa- 


tions of providence, apply to theſe conſolations. 
Here indeed you will be as little able to ſearch 

out the deep things of God, as in his preſent 
diſpenſations: But it is better to be loſt in pleaſ- 


ing wonder at the riches of his grace, than to 
fret ourſelves with. pride and diſcontent, at the 
inſcrutable ſecrets of his government. 1 6 70 


05 125 ii, 18, We & Rom, viii. * > oily 


31 ; 

n * 

5 3 . A 
7 1 „ 222 4 74 


:4 s of "4 
4 41 * # 5 * FR 
7 1 1 
2 # 4 *t # tv 1 
« . 
— * 5 
1 x Ce RSS 4 bo 


\" . + >» * EST Tr & 3 * = 
— — 5 * 4 


ef bd 2 C 


pap oy 


{ 


/ wy »* ww 


* 


2 2 «Ge 22, DALE 34 22 


* 


8 : 1 5 q * 1 » * $ \ * * 3 2 Y 
1 l .* y 5 * +* 
| + 85 ; ; 5 * M . 0 4 | N | $ 
4 1 i 6 4 oy * . 
8 6 - 
* * 3 ; p | 


GO CORRECTS, YET. PARDONS 116 
nnn | ; 


Preached Dec. 11th, mY 


PSALM xc1x. 8, 


Tnou ANSWEREST THEM, O Loxp ove Gov : 


THov ' wasT 4 Gop THAT FORGAVEST 
THEM, THOUGH THOU TOOKEST Rr 
OF THEIR INVENTIONS. ND 
tO b, every Wa in his word, repreſents 
himſelf under the character of a father, 


who corrects his children out of love: Yet it is 


no uncommon thing, to hear chriſtians com- 


plain of their afliftions, as tokens of God's diſ- 
pleaſure, and as a ground of fear with reſpect 


to their acceptance with him. This is. a very 


hurtful miſtake ; hurtful to themſelves, inju- 


ious to their God. The words now read are 
very proper to correct that miſtake, and teach us 


how to conceive of the divine diſpenſations to- 


wards us: A ſubject of very great importance 
to perſons, who muſt own themſelves guilty be- 


tore Gods and who live in a world in which 
K 2 5 ſufferings 


66 


ſufferings are ſo great a part of their appomted | | 
portion. We greatly need correction, and We 


muſt expect it: and as we are not to deſpiſe 
<« the chaſtening of the Lord,“ ſo neither 
« ſhould we faint under his an (a) Let 
us then endeavour to improve this paſſage, for 
our inſtruction on this important head, © 


The words immediately relate to God's an- 
cient diſpenſations towards the Iſraelites. Moſes, 
Aaron, and Samuel, are mentioned in the ſixth 
verſe, as perſons whoſe interceſſion God remarka- 


| bly honoured, © they called upon the Lord, and 


<< he anſwered them; “ and to this the text re- 
fers. It was in anſwer to their interceſſion, that 
when God was provgked with this people, he ſtill 
< forgave” their ſins,** though he took vengeance 
* on their inventions.” It may be proper to take 


notice of a few inſtances of this, in their hiſtory; | 
which will illuſtrate the text. While Moſes | 


.was on Mount Sinai, the people made and wor- 
ſhipped the golden calf. (5) God informed Moſes 


of this, while he was yet in the mount, and aid | 
to him! I have ſeen this people, and behold | 


* it.is a ſtiff-necked people; now therefore let 


«© me alone, that my wrath may wax hot againſt 


them, and that I may conſume them, and 1 
will make of thee a great nation: Upon 
this Moſes intercedes with God for them , plead- 
ing what God had already done for this people— 
the occaſion that would be given, by their de- 
ftrudtion, to the enemy to blaſpheme the name of 


(e) Heb. xii. 53 (6) Exod, Xxxil. 9. —14. 


God 


( 69 ) 
God- but eſpecially pleading the — he 
had made to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, con- 
cerning their poſterity : Upon which it is ſaid, 
« the Lord repented of the evil which lie 
thought to do unto his people.“ Yet after 
this we are told, (c) © the Lord plagued the 
i people, becauſe they made the calf.” He 
e took vengeance. on their inventions,” but, 
„ forgave” their ſin. Again, 


At the report of the ſpies, concerning the 
land of promiſe, the people murmured againſt 
God, as well as againſt Moſes, and were for 
making a captain, and returning to Egypt. 
„And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, how long 
ce will this people provoke me? and how long 
vill it be ere they believe me, for all the ſigns 


which I have ſhewed among them? I will 


« ſmire them with the peſtilence, and diſinherit 
<« them, and will make of thee a greater nation, 
« and mightier than they. (4) Moſes again 
intercedes for them, pleading largely with God 
that glorious name of mercy, by which he had 
lately made himſelf known; and now I be- 
e ſeech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, 
according as thou haſt ſpoken, ſaying, The 
Lord is long-ſuffering, and of great mercy, - 
« forgiving iniquity and tranſgreſſion; pardon 
] beſeech thee, the iniquity of this people, ac- 
« cording unto the greatneſs of thy mercy, and 
« as thou haſt forgiven this people, from Egypt, 
even until now. And the Lord ſaid, 1 have 


le) Ver. 35: 0 Numb. xiv. 11, 12. 
| 6 pardoned 


* 


( 700 


e pardoned according ta thy word: But, as for 


all choſe men which have ſeen my glory, and 


te my miracles, which I did in Egypt, and in 


the wilderneſs, and have tempted me now i 
4 theſe” ten times, and have not hearkened to 
t my voice; ſurely, they ſhall not ſee the land d 


de which I ſware unto their fathers, neither ſhall 
, any of them which provoked me ſee it but 

« your little ones, which ye ſaid ſhould be 2 
„prey, them will I bring in, and they ſhall 


t Know the land which ye haye deſpiſed. But 


as for you, your carcaſes, they ſhall fall in 
this wilderneſs. (e) Here you ſee judgment 
and mercy mingled together. Thus alſo upon 
the rebellion of Korah and his company, when 
the earth opened and ſwallowed them up, and | 
fire from the Lord deſtroyed two hundred and 
fifry men, the whole congregation murmured 
of againſt Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, ye have 
« killed the people of the Lord: (F) © And | 


| [6 the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, get you up from 


<< among this congregation, that I may conſume | 
them as in a moment.“ But theſe holy men | 


again interceded for a rebellious people: They 
fell on their faces,” to deprecate his diſplea- 


. ſure. The plague, was already begun amanegſt | 


the people: Moſes directs Aaron, what he ſhould 
go to make atonement for them, and he ac- 
cerdingly goes with his cenſer, and ſtands be- 
tween the living and the dead, and the plague 
- was ſtayed. But there were fourteen thou- 


{s) Ver. 7K. 71. 32. (/) Numb. xvi. 17 
** ſand 


= „ 

. fand ſeven hundred already dead,” (g) In fo 
a awful a manner did God correct - yet ſo ready 
to forgive. I will refer you but to one more 
W inflance :—When the Iſraelites were plagued 
W wich the fiery ſerpents, by which many of them 
died, they came to Moſes, and ſay, % We have 
« ſinned, for we have ſpoken againſt. the Lord, 
« and againſt thee, pray unto the Lord, that he 
« take away the ſerpents from us: and Moſes 
« prayed for the people. And the Lord ſaid 
„ unto Moſes, make thee a fiery, ſerpent, and 
« ſet it upon a pole, and it ſhall come to paſs, 
« that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
« upon it, ſhall live.” (5) This inſtance not 
only exhibits the divine compaſſion, and his 
readineſs to forgive theſe repenting ſinners, but, 
is typical of the atonement and interceſſion 'of 
Jeſus, (i) « through whom God is reconciling 
« ſinners to himſelf,” (x) and in whom his par- 
| doning mercy is moſt glorioully revealed. 

From this view of the words, and the hiſtory 
to which they refer, we. may take occaſion for 
farther meditation upon them, under the follow- 
ing obſervations': 

I. That God may has many wile and g 
.cious. purpoſes to ſerve, in correcting the fins of 
; his people, by preſent and temporal aflitions, 
though he forgives them. 

II. Theſe corrections may PRAC ks ſo 40 
ful, that God * to be taking Vengeancey and 


00 Ver. 44.—50. (5) Numb. xxi. 1.—8. (i) John fi 2 
(4) 2 Cor. v. 19. 


T « his 


im 


his people are ready to look u pon cheir afflitions 7 


as tokens of his wrath. But, 


III. This is à miſtaken judgment : : For God : 


may correct in mercy, and in order to fave. 


IV. The reaſon why we are only corrected, 
when we might be deſtroyed, is, becauſe we have 
an interceſſor who prevails with God, and for 


whoſe ſake he is merciful to us. 
I. Let us obſerve, that the bleſſed God n may 


have many wiſe and gracious purpoſes to ſerve, 
in correcting the fins of his people, by preſent 8 
and temporal afflictions, though he forgives i 


them. It does indeed much illuſtrate his fatherly 8 


and gracious care over them—in a peculiar 
manner diſplays his holineſs, and is thereby an 


admonition to the world—and is a means to 
humble and warn his peeple for the future. 
Each of theſe are important ends. Many others iſ 
might be mentioned; but theſe are ſufficient to 
ſhow, how wiſe and gracious the divine diſpen- 


ſations are, even when moſt afflictive. And 


this is my maxim, when attempting to vindi-| 


cate the ways of God, to aim at nothing more, 


than to diſcover ſuch ends and deſigns carrying 


on thereby, as are worthy of God. If I cannot 
diſcover this, I take refuge in the perfections of 
his nature, by which I am aſſured, he can do 
nothing wrong. But I think we need not here 
be driven to this, ſince the particulars I have 

now mentioned, expreſs both the wiſdom and 
 goodnels « of Ged, 


I..) Then 


/ 


n 

« 1.) Then, I ſay, when God corrects his peo- 
ple, it greatly illuſtrates his care over them, 
and correſponds with that paternal relation in 
W which he ſtands to them. | 
God is not only reconciled to believing ſin- 

ners in Chriſt, but he receives them as his chil- 
dren. They are taught to call him their father 

in heaven; and for chis purpoſe he gives them 
the ſpirit of his ſon. But, muſt he therefore 
never correct their faults, becauſe he is their fa- 
ther? Does he ever 8 in that manner? 
Or is it fit he ſhould ? Are not theſe creatures, 
whom he has graciouſly taken into ſuch a rela- 
tion to himſelf, very much diſordered and de- 
generated in their minds? Do they not there- 
fore need abundance of watchful care, and fa- 
therly correction? And is it not therefore an 
argument of his moſt perfect paternal regards, 
that he thus concerns himſelf about the temper 
and behaviour of his children, and chaſtiſes 
their. faults? They are choſen out of the 
world, ſet apart for himſelf, and to be a pecu- 
liar people; they muſt not therefore indulge the 
ſpirit and conduct of the world about them, 
nor will God ſuffer it. When their temper and 
behaviour is unſuitable to their relation to him, 
it is his part, and will be his care, as their fa- 
ther, to correct it It is an high and holy call- 
ing, to which they are advanced, a great and 
glorious ſtate, for which they are deſigned; and 


vaſt care and cultivation muſt be beſtowed upon 
them, to form them to any fitnels for ſuch a 


* | ſtate. 
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ftate. It is to this end God uſes this diſcipline 
of his rod: He would not otherwiſe act the part 
of a father; < for if ye were without chaſtiſe- 
< ment, whereof all are partakers, then were ye 
< Laſtards, and not fons : But, if ye endure 
<< chaſtening, God dealeth with * as with 
EE ſons.” (I) 5 

(a2.) The more ſevere and er ſuf- 
ferings that good men ſometimes meet with in 
the world, in a peculiar manner diſplay the holi- 
neſs of God, and his diſpleaſure againſt fin; 
and thereby afford a very awakening admonition 
to the world. 

There are indeed, in the common and gene- 


ral courſe of providence, many alarms given to | | 
a. careleſs world: But, ſtill, ** becauſe” final 


judgment is aot immediately executed againſt 


<c their evil works, therefore, the heart of the 


<< {oas of men is fully ſet in them to do evil.” ( 
White they have any reſpite, however alarmed, 
they ſtill harden themſelves in their fins, and 
ſcem to © think God is altogether ſuch a one as 
<< themſelves.” (n) Men are, in general, but 
little ſenſible of the infinite purity of the divine 


nature, the ſtrid regard he has to his law, and 


the dreadful evil of fin. God is indeed, as I ſaid 
juſt now, daily teaching men theſe leſſons by 
his providence, and in nothing more than by the 


affliions of good men. Behold indeed the 


goodneſs, but fee alſo the awful ſeverity of God! 
— He cannot bear fn in thoſe he loves. What- 


11) Heb. xii. 7.8, () Eccl, viii. 21. (a) Pal. I. 24. 
7 | _ 
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ever be their attainments of character, he yer 


ſees their infirmities and corrects them e re- 
marks their ſins, and takes vengeance of their 

| « inventions. And is this not a very loud ad- 
monition to the wortd ? If judgment thus 
= << begin at the houſe of God, what muſt the end 
be of thofe who obey not the goſpel ? (% It 
through much tribulation the children of God 
enter into the kingdom'?*(p) If the righte- | 
« ous fcarcely are faved, where ſhall the un- 
« oodly and the finner appear (4) << Tf theſe 


c things are done in the greer tree, what ſhall 
be done in the dry ? H God thus Lefally 
corrects the moſt eminent faints, and his beloved 
W ſons, what can impenitent finners expect? If 
Iſrael was thus chaſtened, what could the idola- 
trous nations of Canaan expeſt, but to be des 
firoyed ? 

(3.) The aftfitions of God's people are & 
ſigned to humble them, and make them more 
watchful for the future. 


nd God awakens them thereby from their 8 
7 inſenfible, and indolent ſtate. When the Iſraelmes 
ur vere corrected, they prefently fee the evil of 


what they had done, and cry out, We have 
ſinned.“ And this is God's deſign; to bide 


nd 
vy pride from man. Divine favours foon make us 
by proud. While we are at eaſe in proſperity, we 


are little fenfible of the iniquity there is within 
us, of the enormity of many things, into which 


the 
Cd! WG) i Pet. ir. 37. (p) Ads aiv. 22: (el 1 Pet. iy. 18. 
at- r] Luke xxin. 31. 
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the cuſtoms of the world enſnare us. AMiCtions 


| You ſee in the character of that holy man, how if 


that his acquaintance brought againſt him, kept 


6 


open our eyes. God hereby ſets our iniquities 
before us, and makes us poſſeſs them in their 
bitter fruits, makes us feel that we are guilty, 
and teaches us to adopt the language of Job, 
when God was contending with him—* Behold! 

J am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee. ?”(s) That 
language is indeed common with us, we uſe it, 
ſometimes with very little meaning, and {till leſs 
of the ſentiment and temper ic ought to expres. 


hard it is to bring us to this. He was ever ready iſ 
to comeſs himſelf a ſinner before God: But the 
juſt and neceſſary defence of his character from 
the falſe and groundleſs charge of hypocriſy, 


him off too much from thoſe humbling views 
of himſelf, which God intended to bring him] 
to, till he hears the voice of God himſelf in the 
whirlwind, and then he cries out, Behold! If 
e am vile—once have I ſpoken, yea, twice, but 
vill proceed no further.” And in ſome-| 
thing like this manner does God frequently pro- 
ceed with us, that he may bring us off from our 
forms, and force from our hearts the full mean- 
ing of our too cuſtomary confeſſions. 

Too this end he ſets himſelf againſt our fins, fo 
as to make us taſte deep of the wormwood 
„and the gall,” (:) that we may thereby feel 
and therefore fear the evil of ſin. 


1 Job xl. 4. (t) Lam. iii. 19, 


Fol 


( 3 
For ſuch wiſe and gracious purpoſes may God 
think proper to correct his people, even — 


he pardons their ſins. And 


II. Theſe corrections may ſometimes us ſo 
ſevere, that God ſeems to be taking venge- 
« ance,” and his people are ready to look e 
their afflictions as tokens of his wrath. 

You have ſeen this in the examples to which 
the text refers. What large meaſures did God 
pour out upon that people from * the cup of 
« trembling!” (4)—< How awful was the'plague! 
—the fiery ſerpents | and the divine decree, char 
the murmurers ſhould never enter into the pro- 
miſed land ! Tea, how awful to Moſes him- 
ſelf, who was alſo forbid to enter! Notwith- 
ſtanding many earneſt prayers for that bleſſing, 
he that had ſo often prevailed, in his interceſſions 
for the rebellious people, was in that denied. 


Though honoured by converſe with God, face 


eto face,” above all men, yet for his infirmity 
at the waters of ſtrife, he even dies under a 
cloud, and with the marks of his ſin in his death. 
This often lay heavy upon his heart, and greatly 
diſcouraged him. He complains of it, in the 


tendereſt manner, both to God and the people, 


„The Lord was angry with me,” ſays the de- 
jected Prince, “for your ſakes.” (wp) 

How often does Job, that upright man, un- 
der the weight of his affliction, ſeem to appre- 


hend God was pouring out all his wrath upon 
him as an enemy | 


«© Thou hunteſt me as a 


(a) Iſaiah li. 17. (ae) Deut. i. 37. 


«c fierce 
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ac fierce lion, and again: thou ſheweſt __ 
* maryellous upon me.” (x) ** Wherefore hideſt 
thou thy face, and holdeſt me for thine ene. 


* my ?”(y} I cry unto thee, and thou doſt- 


„not hear me thou art become cruel to me 
with thy ſtrong hand thou oppoſeſt thyſelf 
« acainſt me.” (2) And thus the Pfalmiſt was 
too ready to conclude, many times, that ** God 


had caſt him off— that his mercy was elean 


gone — that he had forgotten to be gracious, 
* and would be merciful no more.” (a) Such 
language as this is not to be underſtood as 


charging God with any injuſtice. Nothing 
could be farther from the thoughts of theſe pi- 


ous men: They only expreſs their painful fears 


of God's juſt diſpleaſure and wrath againſt them. 


Even theſe diſtrefling fears, though they may 
generally ariſe from ſome guilty weakneſs, may 
yet be of important uſe in ſuch imperfect charac- 
ters. God may therefore order his providences 
ſo as purpoſely to awaken them, thereby more 


effectually to humble, and enhance the value of 


forgiving mercy. The afflicted mourner cannot 
indeed ſee the mercy deſigned : He therefore 
meditates terror, and ſuffers, perhaps, all bur 
deſpair. This is his infirmity, and on many 


accounts ſinful, yet it is too o often the caſe. This 
leads us tothe  _ : 


IIId. Obſervation, That theſe Wan 


apprehenſions of the wrath of God, under great 


{x). Job x. 16. 00 Ibid xiii. 24. (z) Ib. XXX, 20. 21. 
(a) Pſalm Ixxvii. 7, 8. g. 
and 
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and awful afffictions, are founded upon a miſtaken 
judgment: For God may * take vengeance” 


on our ſins, and yet intend nothing but mercy 
to us thereby. 
| The methods of his love are, to condemn ſin, 
and yet ſave the ſinner. This was the deſign 
| for which he ſent his fon into the world, in 


whoſe ſufferings all the terrors of God againſt fin 
appear: Yet-here he has moſt of all diſcovered 


the riches of his mercy towards guilty and mife- 


rable men. It is the ſame in all his providential 


diſpenſations. It is his compaſſion to our fouls, 
that leads ham to. correct our ſins, and the more 
awful his diſpenſations are, by which he viſits 
for our iniquities in this world, the more earneſt 
he therein appears to be for our happineſs in the 
world to come. St. Paul well underſtood this, 


and therefore fainted not under the ſevereſt trials, 


«« For our light affliction,” ſays he, * which is 


a but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 


« exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”(b) 
<« But the Apoſtle” you ſay, ** ſpeaks here only 


«« of light afflictions, ſuch as might well be un- 


« derſtood to be fatherly corrections: It is true 


he calls them“ light,” but you would not call 
them ſo, were you called out :0 bear them, nor 
were they ſo, in themſelves. It is only in a com- 
parative view that he ſpeaks of them, in this 
manner: When he conſidered *© the eternal 


weight of glory,” the preſent afflictions ap- 
peared *©* light” and momentary, and, conſidered 


(6) 2 Cor. iv. 47. 
| | as 
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as means of preparing him for that glory, he 


was reconciled to them, and joyful under them : 


„We are troubled on every fide, yet not dif- 
te treſſed; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair; 


bo perſecuted, but not forſaken; caſt down, but 
5 not deſtroyed ; always bearing about in the 


body the dying of the Lord Jeſus—always 


delivered unto death for Jeſus' ſake yet, we 
*« faint not; for though the outward man periſh, 
„the inward man is renewed day by day.“ (c) 


Should you fay, St. Paul could not look upon 


< thoſe perſecutions and diſtreſſes he ſuffered for 


6 Chriſt's ſake as judgments, nor indeed as cor- 


e rections, but, as far as they affected him, they 
« were only trials of his fidelity and zeal in his 
< maſter's cauſe, which, being approved, would 


„ jncreaſe his reward.” Under this conſidera- 


tion then, would you be willing to ſuffer all the 


Apoſtle did? But are you not willing too that 


God ſhould chuſe the kind as well as the mea- 
ſure of your afflictions? And if he takes ſuch 
a method with you as makes you deeply feel, 
and ſmart ſeverely for your fins and follies, muſt 
you immediately fly in his face; give the lie to 
his word; and aſſert, this can never be in 
„ mercy ? O ſhame to the name of chriſtians ! 
What wonder if he ſtill go on with us in ſuch a 
caſe, to add wound to wound, till the pride of 
that ſpirit is brought down,—till we are glad to 
acknowledge the mercy that corrects us, and 


fly to that as our only relief! This, I believe, 


(c) Ib. 8.—16. 


( 1 


; not unfrequently the caſe. Tes, Sirs, ever 
emember this difference between the preſent 
nd the future ſtate; this is a ſtate of diſcipline, 
hat of retribution : ' It i is only i in hell God takes 
engeance on ſin, without hope. All providen- é 
ial corrections, not only may conſiſt with mercy, 
hut are mercifully deſigned as means of falva- 
ion. And obſerve 1 = 

IVth place, That the reaſon why God only 
orrects us for our fins, and does not deſtroy us, 
is we have deſerved, i is, becauſe we have a pow- 
rful interceſſor, for whoſe ſake he has mercy 
pon us. 


You have ſeen this, ilfe 10. che inter- 
eſſion of Moſes and Aaron for the Iſraelites: 
or therein they t ypified | the interceſſion of 
Jeſus, who is both a prince and a ſaviour, . an 
high prieſt upon his throfle. "tg 11 ws Having 
entered into the holieſt of all with his own. 
blood, he there appears before God for us.” (e 
e appears ** as a lamb that had been ſlain, C 

and upon that, pleads with God, for the forfeited 

ives of finners. The brazen ferpent that Moſes 

fred up in the wilderneſs, by the direction of 
od, that thoſe who, were bitten by the ſerpents 

ight look to it and live, our Lord expreſsly 

applies to himſelf, and his being lifted up on the 
rols, as the appointed means "of life to dying 
inners. (g) He thus bore the ſins of many, 
* and makes” interceſſion, for the tranſgreſ- 


2 


0 Zech. yi. 13. (e) Heb. ix. 12, 24. (01 Rev. v. 6. 
g @) John iii. 25. 5 
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But why are you not deſtroyed 9 He mingle 


| who 3 to revertz the ſentence | gone For 


go away with miſtaken notions of this di iſcourk 


| have mercy on your fouls. You cannot ther: 


* 


. 


E i 82 © 
« ſors 00. Here then, chriſtians, you ſoe you 
hope. . God corrects you,: It is fit he ſoult 


jndgments 1 with our mercies : But why | have w 
not. Ju ment without, mere 0 5 is 


* @ © *- 


againſt us as ſinners, and turn the curſe into, 
blefſing : For though God does ſtill, and eve 
muſt, expreſs his diſpleaſure againft ſin, jez 
for Jeſus ſake, we are only corrected, where v 
deſerve to be deſtroyed.  - "a 


In. the doſe of this ſubject let theſe chough 
fink deep ipto your minds. 5 | 

(I.) See to it, that all your affliQtions anſit 
God's gracious deſign | in them. e 

The end of all is, to take away 6 : A 20 
therefore to humble you. for it, Don't therefo 
and ſay, God ſees no fin. in his people,” andi 


never angry with them.?—I tell you again, 
<< takes vengeance” for your fins, -that he,my 


fore have too much ſenſibility and tenderneſs i 
your conſeiences z you cannot humble yout 
« ſelves” too much © under the mighty hand d 
66 God wm) i in the views of your ſinfulneſs. Thi 
is very different from deſpairing rerror,—fron 
diſtreſſing on and IR.” Whi 


0) In. . 0 jam; 3 1. 3. 7 Heb, xii, 2 
| (/) Ila. xxvii. 9. () Pet. v. 6. 60 


2% © 4 
God ſets himſelf to humble us, we ſhould fall 
under his ſtroke. Mourn we may - we ought— 
Not complain of God, but, lament our vileneſs, 
and ſo juſtify him. We ſhould labour for this 
—for a heart that mourns more for fin, than 
for ſufferings. Yer, | 
(.) Under your deepeſt diſtreſs ſtill honour 
God, by hope in his promiſed mercy—honour 
your high prieſt, by faith in his aronement and 
| interceſſion. Let your God take vengeance” "2 
on your ſins - yet rejoice in the riches of that = 
grace, which „ blots out all theſe iniquities,” 1 
which “ for his name,” and his ſon's © ſake,” _ _ 34 
pardons all theſe ſins, (n) | * 99 
Happy ſouls ! that know how thus to ſubmit |” 
; to the corrections, . Fo mJ in 8.60 mercy 
of a forgiving God. 

Finally, let en ſinners ſee Uh awful 
nd dangerous circumſtances in which they ſtand. 5 5c 
If even the fatherly chaſtiſements of God's ct 
Hand, in this world, are ſo awful, what will be the | 
full vialof his wrath upon ſinners, in the laſt day? 
— Believe it, Sirs, he has other judgments, an- 
other kind of vengeance; for the impenitent and 
unbelieving world. For © the Lord himſelf 
„ ſhall be revealed from heaven, in flaming fire, 
« taking vengeance on them that know not God, - 
c and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 5 
e Chriſt.“ (o May this thought ſuitably poſ- 3 
ſeſs your minds, and engage you ** to fly from = 
ce the wrath to come !”(p) Amen! 5 


() Iſaiah xliii. 25. (0) 2 Theſſ. i. 7. 8. (p) Matt. iii. 7. 55 
« | J 13 8 i 
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